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LEW WALLACE: HOOSIER GOVERNOR OF
TERRITORIAL NEW MEXICO, 1878-81*

OAKAH L. JONES

Touching your inquiry whether Ben-Hur was written in- the Old
Palace of Santa Fe, I beg to say it was finished there. That is, the
MS was completed at the time of the appointment to the governorship of New Mexico (1877) [sic] down to the Sixth book of the
volume and I carried it with me.... When in the city, my habit
was to shut myself after night in the bedroom back of the executive
office proper, and write 'till after 12 o'clock. The sixth, seventh, and
eighth books were the results, and the room has ever since been
associated in my mind with the Crucifixion. The retirement, impenetrable to incoming sound, was as profound as a cavern's. I

ex-territorial governor of New Mexico Lew Wallace nine
years after his resignation and departure from Santa Fe for his new
appointment as United States Minister to Turkey. His twoand onehalf years in New Mexico (1878-81) often have been overlooked
entirely or treated as a sidelight in his long career of public service. 2
That his was an important administration marked by controversy,
perplexing problems, some achievements, and other failures is
revealed in Wallace's personal papers and public records. While
he confronted and sometimes resolved existing problems, he also
initiated actions that others completed. Simultaneously, his positiye
approach, "do something" attitude, and efforts to bring New Mexico
SO WROTE

0028-6206/85/0400-0400-0129 $3.00
© Regents, University of New Mexico

Gov. Lew Wallace. Courtesy of the Museum of New Mexico.
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Territory to national attention made his administration one of the
more constructive ones in the nineteenth century.
Lew Wallace was fifty-one years old when he was appointed
territorial governor of New Mexico by President Rutherford B.
Hayes on 4 September 1878. Born in Brookville, Indiana, on 10
April 1827, he had already established himself as a controversial
pub)ic figure as a lawyer, author, and military leader. He served
in ,the war against Mexico and as a Union general in the War of the
Rebellion. Married to Susan Arnold Elston, whom he described
once as "a composite of genius, common sense, and all the best
womanly qualities,"3 he moved to her hometown of Crawfordsville
in 1853. There he practiced law and became a state senator three
years later. During the War of the Rebellion he served at Harper's
Ferry, Romney, Fort Donelson, Shiloh, and in the defense of Baltimore and Washington in 1864. Subsequently he was a member
of the special court to try Lincoln's assassins and headed a special
commission to investigate the crimes of the warden at Andersonville
prison. Thereafter he supported the Mexican Liberals and President Benito Juarez against the empire of Maximilian von Hapsburg.
Returning to Crawfordsville to resume his law practice, which he
disliked, he published his first major work, The Fair God, in 1873.
After an unsuccessful attempt to be elected on the Republican ticket
to Congress in 1876, Wallace was chosen to replace Governor Samuel B. Axtell in New Mexico. 4
Why was Lew Wallace appointed to this distant position? Very
little information exists to provide a direct answer to this question.
Neither Lew Wallace nor his wife gives much direct insight into
the reason why the former sought or accepted such a responsibility.
William A. Keleher speculates that Wallace needed the money,
might make a fortune from a gold or silver mine, might be elected
to the United States Senate if New Mexico became a state, and
would have time to complete Ben Hur, which he had already begun
in Crawfordsville. 5 These explanations are not convincing. With an
annual salary of $2, 600, 6 the position was not financially rewarding.
As a lawyer 'in his hometown, Wallace was aleady provided with
an adequate, if not large, income. Concerning the possibility of
investing in a mining claim, it is possible but not probable since
Wallace knew little of New Mexico before his appointment, and he
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did not become interested in mining until after his arrival in Santa
Fe. New Mexico was not being considered for statehood, so Wallace's desire to become a senator seems improbable, although his
defeat in the Indiana senatorial race of 1876 might have influenced
him. Regarding the time to complete his manuscript, this may have
been a valid reason, but one wonders why the time would not have
been available in Crawfordsville amid the familiar surroundings of
Wallace's library.
Three factors may have been more important concerning the
appointment. First, Wallace's restlessness and dissatisfaction with
the practice oflaw led him to seek new experiences and challenges.
One of his biographers, Irving McKee, maintains that Wallace's
dream of Mexico persisted and that New Mexico offered him an
escape from law practice, which he later called an "interminable
rut." As Wallace told an interviewer in 1898, "I never loved the
profession." Because he had travelled in Mexico and desired to see
New Mexico, a land that he thought would be similar in many
respects to old Mexico, he told a newspaper reporter that this was
his reason for accepting the position after he had refused President
Hayes's initial offer as minister to Bolivia. Concerning his unwillingness to go to Bolivia, Wallace apparently believed it was too far
away and such a move for himself and his family would be a financial
drain even though the salary there was nearly twice that of New
Mexico. 7
A second important factor was the violence and political corruption existing in New Mexico during the Axtell administration, particularly the governor's alleged identification with members of the
powerful Santa Fe Ring. The report of special investigator Frank
Warner Angel described the violence in Lincoln and Colfax counties
and indicted territorial officials for their involvement, especially
Governor Axtell for an administration of "corruption, fraud, mismanagement, plots, and murder." President Hayes thereafter suspended Axtell and appointed Wallace on 4 September 1878. 8
Finally, and perhaps most important, was party patronage. Lew
Wallace had been a staunch supporter of the Republican Party since
the War of the Rebellion. President Hayes, like Wallace, was also
a veteran of that war, and he may have desired to reward his fellow
officer and campaign supporter in the closely contested election of
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1876 in which Wallace had served as legal counsel to resolve the
disputed returns from Louisiana and Florida in Hayes's favor. 9
Whatever the ultimate reason, Lew Wallace accepted the appointment and promptly arranged to go to Washington first for
consultations and briefings and then to New Mexico. His journey
from Indiana to Santa Fe took six days, via train to Trinidad, Colorado, ending with· a two-day buckboard trip to the New Mexican
capital with a stop at Cimarron, New Mexico, enroute. He arrived
unannounced in Santa Fe about nine o'clock in the eyening of 29
September 1878. 10 Of his low-wheeled, weak-springed buckboard
adventure from Trinidad, he wrote Susan, who did not accompany
him:
When the vehicle, the like of which drew up in front of the hotel
in the said town and I took a look at it, I was glad you did not come
with me. When I jumped, or rather crawled, off it at [the] door of
the Fonda here, I was thankful beyond expression; in truth, I do
not believe you could have stood it all; you would have [been] sick
in every hour, death in every muscle. A deadlier instrument of
torture was never used in the days of Torquemada. Had anything
the equal of it been resorted to then, there would have been few
heretics. II .

On the following afternoon Wallace called on Governor Axtell
and subsequently was sworn in as chief executive by Judge Samuel
C. Parks of the territorial Supreme Court. 12 During the course of
Wallace's interview with Axtell he informed the incumbent of his
removal from office. Wallace reported to his wife that, understandably, the interview was strained but cordial. 13
Governor Wallace embarked upon his duties with enthusiasm,
and the Santa Fe Weekly New Mexican displayed a similar feeling
toward him. Noting that he was a man of "national reputation" and
an "earnest Republican" with a splendid military background in the
War of the Rebellion, the newspaper report went on to say:
We are very favorably impressed by his appearance and conversation. He is apparently in the prime of life, vigorous and active; a
man of fine presence, evidently a keen observer, and a thoughtful,
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self-reliant man. We predict that he will make an efficient and popular governor. We understand that Gov. Wallace intends to cast his
lot with our people, and become a permanent resident of the territory. 14

Although he was faced with many administrative duties and problems at the outset, Wallace immediately concentrated upon the
strife in Lincoln County. His objective was to restore law and order
as soon as possible, but violence was so widespread and the problem
so complex that it took nearly nine months to bring about some
semblance of quiet there. After May 1879, there were periodic
outbreaks until 1881, when outlawry and murder subsided. In his
efforts to combat this situation Governor Wallace consulted and
worked with various federal, territorial, and local officials from
Washington, D.C., Santa Fe, and Fort Stanton, New Mexico. He
also instituted a militia company in Lincoln County to combat
rustlers and outlaws and personally visited this center of unrest for
six weeks in the late spring of 1879.
Wallace first requested on 3 October 1878 information on conditions in Lincoln County from the United States marshal, whose
report two days later indicated there had been open warfare between two factions--one headed by Lawrence G. Murphy, James
G. Dolan, and John H. Riley, and the other led by John Chisum
and the widow of recently murdered Alexander McSween. Judge
Warren Bristol of the third judicial district corroborated this information explaining that the threat to lives and property was so
great in Lincoln County that he could not hold court in the town
of Lincoln. 15 Governor Wallace then sent a 1,500-word telegram
to Secretary of the Interior Carl Schurz on 5 October, asking that
the president declare a state of insurrection in Lincoln County.
Although he did not call it an "insurrection" in his reply, President
Hayes did issue a proclamation to that effect on 7 October, admonishing the citizens of New Mexico and calling upon them to
disperse before noon on 13 October. 16 One month later, Governor
Wallace issued an amnesty proclamation in both Spanish and English for the people of Lincoln County. 17 These actions temporarily
calmed the .situation, but Lt. Col. Nathan A.. M. Dudley, the commander of Fort Stanton, and other officers criticized the amnesty
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proclamation because it inferred that they were guilty of misconduct. Huston 1. Chapman, an attorney for Mrs. McSween, accused
Lieutenant Colonel Dudley of complicity in the murder of his
client's husband, so Governor Wallace, pending an investigation of
the matter, asked the military commander of the district of New
Mexico, Gen. Edward Hatch, to remove Dudley from command
at Fort Stanton. General Hatch referred the request to Gen. William T. Sherman in Washington, who refused, maintaining that this
was a military matter and only specific charges before a military
commission could authorize such ;l removal. 18
There the situation rested until Chapman was murdered in the
town of Lincoln by two outlaws, William B. Campbell and Jesse
Evans, on 18 February 1879. 19 This event triggered a second outburst of violence, leading direGtly to Governor Wallace's personal
investigation. He left Santa Fe on 2 March 1879, accompanied by
General Hatch; four days later Wallace reached Lincoln, while
General Hatch went to Fort Stanton. On 7 March, Wallace again
asked General Hatch to remove Dudley from command at Fort
Stanton. This time, instead of referring the request to Washington,
Hatch suspended Dudley temporarily from active military service
on 8 March, ordering him to Fort Union to await charges for complicity in the murder of Chapman. 20
Within his first few days in Lincoln, Governor Wallace had Chapman's murderers arrested and jailed. He also contacted William
Bonney ("Billy the Kid"), an eyewitness who wrote Wallace on 13
March, offering to testify against Campbell and Evans. Four days
later at a private home the outlaw and the governor met, but it
was all in vain when the murderers escaped from jai1. 21 Reflecting
on the extent of the violence and corruption in Lincoln County,
Wallace wrote that the grand jury there found "nearly two hundred
indictments in the county of a voting population of 150 total. "22
At this stage Governor Wallace determined to take military action
to restore order. Rather than use the regular army forces, some of
whom he believed were involved in the terrorism and robberies,
he resorted to the erection of a militia unit known as the Lincoln
County Rifles. On 15 March 1879, he instructed Juan B. Patron,
former speaker of the New Mexico House of Representatives and
a resident of Lincoln, to raise and organize a company of mounted
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riflemen, consisting of no fewer than thirty-two and no more than
sixty men, "each of whom must be of good character and an owner
of a horse and gun." "Captain" Patron subsequently initiated the
company with eleven officers and forty-two privates, all voluntarily
enrolled and sworn into service. Muster rolls for 15 March-l May
1879, and 1 May-IS July 1879, along with an account for provisions
totaling $160.12, were submitted to the territorial legislature. Governor Wallace supported reimbursement and explained to that body
that the performance of the Lincoln County Rifles was "most excellent." He emphasized that "the civil officers had at [their] command an efficient force, and the moral [sic] effect of knowledge of
the existence of the organization was such that the enforcement of
order within the province of its operations, was [as] perfect as in
any community in this country." Finally, he noted that detachments
of this company were constantly being used, making "arrests
theretofore often tried but always without result. "23
Having resolved temporarily the problem in Lincoln County and
having provided a deterrent against future outbreaks, Governor
Wallace left for Santa Fe on 18 April, where he rejoined his wife,
Susan, who had arrived in early February. He returned to Fort
Stanton in May for the military court of inquiry investigating the
conduct of Lieutenant ~olonel Dudley, but his testimony was based
largely on heresay, and thus Dudley was cleared of involvement
in the Chapman murder. 24
The governor's wife accompanied him on this visit to Lincoln
County. Susan's candid views of Fort Stanton and the surrounding
country are reRected in a letter to her son in which she states that
it might be desirable to have another war with "010. Mexico" to get
that country to take back New Mexico. She continued her vivid
description: "We are at the post traders, and I am the only feminine
creature except an old hen.... I remarked to General H[atch]
this country was not made for civilized men. He replied 'I have
held that opinion for a long while. It should be a buffalo-range for
the Indian. "'25 Noting a dust storm, she went on to say that "I taste
the alkali dust; my clothes are gritty, and the last box in the bottom
of my truck is grimy with sand. Yet I have heard of this as the
garden spot of the territory. Garden! There has been no rain for
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six months, and what can grow in soil made of fire-clay, alkali, and
sand?"26
The Lincoln County problem was only one of many examples of
the lawlessness with which Lew Wallace had to deal during his
tenure as governor. There were also serious problems of violence
in Colfax, Rio Arriba, and Dona Ana counties. Governor Wallace
met these difficulties vigorously, employing a many-sided policy of
offering rewards for the capture of thieves and murderers, authorizing the creation of citizen militias, obtaining arms and ammunition for their use, sending special agents to. investigate conditions
and resolve the instability, visiting some of the afflicted regions
himself, and signing death warrants for convicted outlaws. 27
Toward the end of 1880 the notorious outlaw William Bonney
once again became a major problem throughout the territory. Governor Wallace issued a proclamation offering a reward of five hundred dollars for the capture of "The Kid," an offer which the Santa
Fe New Mexican believed was a "good step and will make it too
hot for the prominent young man whose presence is so much desired by the executive. "28 Bonney was captured after murdering a
deputy sheriff and stea~ing some horses. From his jail cell in Santa
Fe he wrote four letters in early 1881 to Governor Wallace seeking
to testifY agains t other outlaws and negotiate a bargain for his
release. 29 Wailace evidently did not answer any of these letters,
nor did he visit the outlaw's jail cell. This is understandable in view
of Bonney's record and Susan's report that earlier he had threatened
to ride into the plaza of Santa Fe and shoot Wallace. 30 Bonney was
transferred to the jail in Mesilla, tried,' and on 9 April 1881 convicted of murder. Governor Wallace signed his death sentence on
30 April, unaware that two days earlier the outlaw had shot his two
guards and escaped. Pursued by Sheriff Pat Garrett, Bonney was
killed at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, on 14 July 1881. 31
Throughout his administration Lew Wallace confronted the problem of Indian depredations,. particularly those of Apaches in' the
southern part of the territory. New Mexico was only a part of the
vast region extending across the southwestern United States and
northern Mexico subject to the continuous threat of various Apache
bands from the 1870s until 1886, five years after Wallace's term as
governor ended. Victorio was one of the formidable leaders of these
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bands in the late 1870s, and Wallace recognized him as "an enemy
not to be despised. "32 The residents of Grant County, in the extreme
southwestern part of the territory, sent a petition to their governor
in October 1879, asking him to provide them with arms and ammunition to defend themselves against Apaches. They described
their settlement in the Upper Mimbres River Valley as "inhabited
by peaceful agricultural people, who furnish fully one-half of the
grain and hay used by the government at Fort Bayard." As citizens
of the territory, they felt that they needed to assist the military
units as "a sort of auxiliary force. "33 They had organized a -militia
company composed of "our best citizens" and sought Wallace's assistance in supplying them arms and ammunition. 34 Although there
is no direct evidence indicating Wallace's assistance, it is likely that
he did respond positively as he had done earlier in the nearby
community of Hillsboro. 35 In December 1879, Wallace personally
visited Silver City and Ojo Caliente to discuss the Apache problem
with local officials. There he observed the ravages of Victorio's
attacks, including sixteen mutilated corpses of men, women, and
children. 36 That the Apache problem was not entirely resolved is
apparent by the widespread Indian raids in 1880, when the territoriallegislature reacted favorably to the governor's request and
authorized him to call out a force of volunteers, not to exceed one
thousand men for the whole territory, and appropriated the sum
of $100,000 for this territorial militia. 37 Although Victorio was killed
in Chihuahua in October, Apache problems conti~ued in the Southwest until Geronimo's defeat in 1886.
Governor Wallace's concern with territoriallawlessn~sswas justified. President Hayes and Secretary of the Interior Schurz had
warned that the threat to lives and property was the number one
problem of the territory when he was appointed. Although he
partially resolved that problem, particularly in Lincoln County,
and the outlawry in Dona Ana and Rio Arriba counties abated, an
important reason for its decline in all sectors of the territory was
that New Mexico was undergoing an extensive economic and commercial change in which outright murder and thievery were an
anathema to the rapidly increasing population. Wallace added that
he believed that the lack of a penitentiary (convicts were sent to
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Nebraska's state prison) and weak jails were causes of the lawlessness in the territory. 38
It should not be concluded that outlaws, Indians, and the reestablishment of civil authority took up all of Lew Wallace's time.
In two other areas Governor Wallace succeeded in making at least
partial progress in bringing major problems to the attention of
federal officials and the general public at the national level. Th€se
were his initial efforts to promote the renovation of the threecenturies-old Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe and the recovery,
organization, and preservation of the New Mexican archives. The.
latter included documents and records from the Spanish, Mexican,
and United States territorial periods.
Lew Wallace first visited the Palace of the Governors on 30
September 1878, when he had his interview with his predecessor,
Governor Axtell. Two weeks later he moved both his residence and
office into that cramped, dark, deteriorating building, where he
(and Susan while she was in New Mexico from early February to
the first week in October 1879) lived and worked for the next two
and one-half years. Almost immediately he attempted to bring the
need for its renovation to the attention of authorities in Washington,
D.C. He described the building in a letter to Susan as "a rilmbling
one-story adobe structure with walls in places six feet thick. ...
The walls are grimy, the undressed boards of the floor rest flat
upon the ground; the cedar rafters, rainstained and over-weighted
by tons and tons of mud composing the roof. "39
On 22 October, less than a month after his arrival, Wallace asked
a group of physicians to inspect its sanitary conditions. and determine its fitness "as an abode for a family and for offices. "40 Their
report, which the governor forwarded to Secretary of the Interior
Schurz, described the entire building as one of "adobe, or sundried mud in blocks made coherent by straw." It had been in
constant use for more than two hundred years and contained rooms
with dimensions of twenty by twenty-four feet. The walls were four
to eight feet thick; there was a portico on the south side; and the
roof consisted of logs covered with two feet of mud. Inside, according to the physicians, it had a damp, earthy odor with the scent
of vermin, and there was little light from the one small window in
each room. Although they noted that it could be suitable for offices

Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe. Taken from Land of the Pueblos by Susan Wallace, p. 12.
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if the floors were raised three feet, the nu'mber of windows increased, a new roof with attic space beneath provided, and the
walls and ceilings plastered, they found it unfit for human habitation. They observed that they would not "stable our horses" in
the east end of the palace, where the Legislative Assemby met
annually. Judged by "the laws of modern hygiene, they [the quarters for the governor] are as unfit for human habitation as the
legislative halls would be for horse-stabling. " Their conclusion was
that "we urge the total abandonment of the premises as a dwell.
"41
mg.
Referring to this report, Governor Wallace wrote Secretary Schurz
on 12 February 1879: "I beg leave to call your attention to the
condition of the house called the 'Palace' and advise you that unless
it is repaired in an early day a portion of it is likely to become an
uninhabitable ruin.... The property is of great value to the government and if attended to in time can be made serviceable for
many years to come. 42
Even the press supported the governor's efforts, as did his wife
Susan, who lived in the building for eight months. The Santa Fe
New Mexican observed that among the good things Wallace had "in
store for Santa Fe is a complete renovation of the Old Palace,
enlarged and more convenient accomodations [sic] for the Legislature and Library, a second story, and above all a good roof and
comfortable Executive residence and office. Estimates have been
made and forwarded and the expenditures will reach somewhere
near $30,000.;'43 Susan Wallace portrayed the building as the "leaky
old Palacio del Governador," north of which was a "waste spot of
earth" enclosed by high walls on two sides and unused, locked
government buildings or offices on the other. When she opened
the old colonial door to one of these rooms, she was alarmed by a
"swarm of mice," which "scampered to their burrows in the walls."
She continued, observing that "the deathlike smell of mildew and
decay" was immediately evident in the small room estimated to be
seventeen by twenty feet in size and barely high enough for a man
to stand upright. 44 There the archives of New Mexico were stored.
In spite of all the efforts made by Governor Wallace to begin the
renovation of the Palace of the Governors, Congress did not appropriate the funds requested. Yet Wallace did recognize the historical value of the building, described for authorities in Washington
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the degree of the deterioration, conducted a systematic inspection,
estimated the costs of repair, and emphasized the need for immediate restoration both for offices and a residence. Left to later
administrations, the Palace of the Governors was eventually completely renovated so that future generations might use and enjoy
it.
The new governor was also quick to perceive the value of the
archives of New Mexico which he found to be in deplorable condition when he arrived, that is, what was left of them. As an avid
reader, researcher, and author himself, Wallace was appalled at the
condition of New Mexico's surviving records and their disposition
by previous governors. Since the occupation of New Mexico by
United States forces in 1846, some official papers had disappeared
from public custody through carelessness, neglect, and removal.
Others were seriously damaged by water and vermin. Individual
territorial governors early established the practice of taking their
private and some public papers with them when they left office. 45
One of them, William A. Pile, decided that he needed the uncompleted room occupied by the archives in 1869 and ordered the
documents removed to an outhouse. A portion of these records he
gave to convicts, and he instructed the librarian to throw others
out the window. Still others were sold to merchants for wrapping
paper, while a wood-hauler saw a pile of these records in the street
and, with the permission of the governor, hauled them off to his
home outside of Santa Fe. Fortunately, the local newspaper, residents of the city, and Pile's successor, Marsh Giddings, began. the
recovery of the Spanish, Mexican, and United States records, some
of which were in a lumber room exposed to the weather and children at play, who trampled them and threw them about. By the
time Lew Wallace arrived, they were boxed and piled in the library
room. 46
On 5 February 1879, Wallace wrote Secretary Schurz that the
archives and public records of New Mexico "are at least in part in
a most woful [sic] condition." He requested authorization to employ
a "competent person" to overhaul and arrange the papers. "It is
not everybody," he explained, "who is fit for the work. A good
English and Spanish scholar will be acquired and he will of course
have to be paid as an expert. And besides six weeks or two months
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may be necessary to do the task thoroughly." The governor added
that folders of several sizes would be required since nearly all the
papers were in manuscript and some arrangement would have to
be made to store them adequately once they were properly arranged. 47
Eight months later, having obtained no financial support from
Washington, Wallace acted on his own by hiring Samuel Ellison,
the "translator" for the Legislative Assembly and assistant se,cretary
of the territory, who knew Spanish, was familiar with the papers,
and could undertake the task. 48 As Wallace wrote to the secretary
of the Interior in September:
I immediately submitted the matter to Mr. S. Ellison, of this city,
who is more familiar with the old archive papers than any other
person in the Territory, and received from him a memorandum
which I enclose for your information. The sum ($5,000) appears
large, but when it is considered that it will take quite two years to
complete the task, I am not sure but the proposal is reasonable
enough. 49

Although the request for an appropriation was denied, Ellison's
later appointment as territorial librarian in 1880 enabled him to
begin the job of preventing further deterio~ation of the records,
which he initially found in a confused state, tied in bundles, dusty,
worm-eaten, and partially rotted from exposure. 50
Susan Wallace also had noted as early as 1879 that the archives
were "tumbled into barrels and boxes, tossed on the floor in moist
piles .... " She explained that an earlier governor [Pile] had "made
his administration memorable by building a bonfire of parchments
and papers, filled with priceless material, never to be replaced.
He also sold a quantity as waste paper," but fortunately some of
these papers were later recovered. Susan was irate, stating that
this "destroyer of history in New Mexico has no defense. I suppress
his name." She added that "an archaeologist from New England"
[Ellison?) had begun the task of "overhauling" these records and
that she was assisting in what she described as "pleasant work. "51
Lt. John Bourke, who was introduced to Ellison by Governor Wallace, wrote on 18 April 1881, describing the archives he had personally seen:
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Next, we \Vent into the archives' room and saw bundles upon bundles
of paper, piled high above each other, in an inex;tricable confusion.
There is no shelving, no glass-easing-nothing to retard the destroying influences of time and weather. Dust lies thick upon the leaves;
mildew and decay have obliterated much of the writing, and worst
ofall it is said that a former Governor-a drunken, political deadbeat
named Pyle [sic ]-used many of these valuable documents for kindling the fires in his Office and sold cart loads of others for waste
paper! Mr. Ellison is laboring occasionally to bring order out of
Chaos, and as he is not only a patient student, but has a fluent
knowledge of Spanish, flook for much good from his exertions. 52
"Much good" did come from Ellison's painstaking efforts, although most of it occurred after Governor Wallace had departed.
Two acts of the territorial legislature increased Ellison's salary and
appropriated limited funds for expenses, whereby he could arrange
the papers by subjects and file them in pasteboard boxes53 for use
by generations of historians in the years to follow.
While Governor Wallace had made a permanent public contribution to New Mexico and to the nation with his program to restore
the archives, he also experienced an even greater personal achievement with the completion of his manuscript of Ben-Hur. How he
found time to write with the constant problems he faced in New
Mexico is a wonder. Write he did, though, whenever he could,
usually late at night and within the dark confines of the Palace of
the Governors. By the light of a stude'nt's lamp, at an old table,
isolated in the bedroom behind the executive's office, with locked
doors and bolted windows, Wallace often wrote until after midnight. 54 That it was tedious, hard work for him is reflected in his
letter to Susan, written on 4 December 1879, only two months
after her return to Indiana:
When I reach the words "The End," how beautiful they will look
to me! What a long, long work it has been, a labor of love! How
many hours and days and weeks it has consumed! Frightful to think
of it; and yet I know no happier way of passing time, none which
takes me so completely out of this world and affairs of the present,
a perfect retreat from the. annoyances of daily life as they are spun
for me by enemies, and friends who might as well be enemies. 55
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Later he wrote his wife that he was busy putting in "every spare
moment copying my book for publication." ReHecting upon the
experience shared by many authors before and since, the governor
noted that "it is curious this jumping from the serious things of life
to the purely romantic. It is like nothing so much as living two
lives in one. To pass from a meeting of the Wise Men in the Desert
to effecting a reconciliation in the legislature and breaking a deadlock, are certainly wide enough apart. "56
With the manuscript completed at last in March 1880, Wallace
took a leave of absence in April and carried it with him to Joseph
Henry Harper in New York. Readers' opinions were favorable, a
contract was signed giving the author a 10 percent royalty, and
Ben-Hur, a Tale of the Christ was published by Harper and Brothers, 12 November 1880. 57
Reactions to Ben-Bur were positive and negative, but by 1886
it was selling at the rate of 4,500 copies per month. 58 Wallace sent
one copy to President James A. Garfield, who read it in April 1881
and wrote its author: "With this beautiful and reverent book you
have lightened the burden of my daily life-and renewed an acquaintance which began at Shiloh."59 The Santa Fe New Mexican
noted that the first edition of the book had been entirely exhausted
by December 1880, causing the publishers to issue a second one,
"and the author smiles. "60
As governor, Lew Wallace also performed a wide variety of other
duties. He appointed public officials, such as Epifanio Vigil of Santa
Fe, as interpreter and translator in the executive office, and county
commissioners of immigration throughout the territory. 61 He issued
proclamations, such as one declaring Thanksgiving a public holiday
for Thursday, 25 November 1880, and urging the people to worship
instead of practicing their everyday business or avocations. 62 Not
an avid church-goer, although he professed his Christian· beliefs
and Protestant allegiance, Wallace was not enthused by the resident
Methodist minister in Santa Fe, and he resorted to aloofness at
first toward the Catholic Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, who did
not call upon the new governor after his arrival. As Wallace wrote
to his wife on 20 October 1878:
I broke off yesterday to go to church,. where I was again intolerably
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bored by Parson Smith. I don't know whether I can stand it or not.
I came out a worse sinner than when I went in. Yet there is no
remedy for it except the Catholic Cathedral, .and there I will not
go, even to gratify my curiosity-not one of the priesthood has called
on me. I understand the Bishop is waiting for me to call upon him
first. Be sure, my dear, he will wait a long time. 63
His relations with the people of the territory and their representatives in the Legislative Assembly were generally amicable,
and the press tended to support him, particularly at the outset of
his term. Wallace· travelled extensively and increasingly was on
leaves of absence after the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
was completed on 9 February 1880, im occasion marked by a gala
ceremony in which he helped drive the last spike. 54 He travelled
to Trinidad, Colorado, to meet his wife on her arrival in January
1879, and to see her off in October of the same year. En route he
made stopovers in Cimarron and Las Vegas where he endeavored
to resolve problems in northeastern New Mexico. As noted earlier,
he also went to Lincoln County on at least two occasions. Finally,
he visited Socorro, Grant, Lincoln, and Dona Ana counties in late
1879 and during the summer of 1880: 65 Wallace also received visitors in his office at Santa Fe where he discussed problems and
events with them. 66 Furthermore, he evidently visited Hispanic
communities. On one such occasion he received the respect of an
unnamed community's residents at a "biley" [properly baile, or
dance] given in his honor when he suspended the law prohibiting
dancing on Sundays.67 Knowledge of the Spanish language from
the time of the Mexican War and his later experience probably
served Wallace well in his relations with the populace: That he
promoted the development of New Mexico is evident from his
message to the Legislative Assembly in January 1880, when he
recommended that they create a territorial militia, reform the cumbersome Spanish laws, codify the statutes of the territory, and
improve the school system with English as a required subject. 68
Likewise, he provided full information on the economy, minerals,
agriculture, population, education, and problems of the New Mexico Territory in his report of 1879 to the secretary of the Interior. 69
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During his term as governor Wallace became interested in promoting New Mexico's mineral resources, and he invested some of
his personal funds-unsuccessfully it should be noted-in this activity. He observed that the territory had just entered the era of
prospecting, not one of vast production: Although he invested in
areas near Bernalillo and in the nearby Sandia Mountains early
after his arrival, he reported rich discoveries in 1879 at Los Cerrillos, south of Santa Fe, stating that they were so extensive that
he expected them to be "greater than Leadville" in Colorado. He
and his son Henry prospected near Las Vegas and bought claims
in Socorro County. Each bought a claim in the Shakespeare district
near Silver City later, but Wallace showed his interest in a quick
profit by trying to sell all these claims for $465,000 without success.
Even though he tried to interest New York bankers in them, he
was unable to realize any profit from his mining ventures by 1886. 70
Indeed, Wallace's mining efforts appear to have been a complete
failure.
Two parties of distinguished visitors reached Santa Fe during
Wallace's term as governor. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant and his wife
arrived by train and were entertained with public receptions at
Santa Fe and Las Vegas from 7-15 July 1880;71 President Hayes
and his party reached Santa Fe also by train from California on 25
October 1880. They were welcomed in New Mexico by Acting
Governor William G. Ritch since Wallace, ironically, was in Indiana
on one of his leaves of absence. 72
Lew Wallace evidently liked New Mexico and was enthusiastic
in recording his impressions of its people, topography, and climate.
Soon after his arrival in 1878, he wrote Susan describing the beauty
of the sunsets and clouds hovering over the "mountains, understand, not hills-royal mountains. "The daytime wind, he observed,
died down at night, and by midnight it was so cool he recommended
wearing a heavy shawl. The people of New Mexico "do not care
for Old Probabilities," he wrote, but they said that "tomorrow will
be so and so, according to the season, and they don't miss it once
in a hundred times." Noting the purity and dryness of the air as
beneficial to weak lungs, Wallace observed: "What perfection of
air and sunlight! And what a landscape I discovered to show you
when you come-a picture to make the fame of an artist, could he
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only paint it on canvass as it is."73 Although the governor did not
paint these vistas himself, he did sketch plazas, citizens, and grotesque characters. His pencil sketch of the Palace of the Governors
appeared later in Susan's book The Land of the Pueblos. 74
That his impressions of the beauty of New Mexico did not dim
with the passing of time is apparent in Wallace's letters over the
course of the next two years. On 10 April 1881, scarcely a month
before he left Santa Fe, he wrote his wife, describing Sunday as a
beautiful day with the band playing in the pagoda "meekly and
with manifest improvement." He portrayed the people and the
scene this way:
Inside and outside the gate there is the customary motley crowdWhites, Blacks, Mexicans, Indians, men, women, children, men on
horseback, families, friends, and lovers in carriages. It is not Sunday
as much as all men's day. Good folks in the States might be horrified
at the scene. I confess to a different feeling.... It is life. 75

Susan's attitudes toward New Mexico and her impressions of its
natural beauty, climate, topography, and people were in marked
contrast to those of her husband. Her distaste for the dryness of
the weather, the lack of vegetation, the sand and dirt, and the
scarcity of comforts in everyday living certainly marked her as no
promoter of western migration. From her home in Crawfordsville
before her departure, she wrote her uncle: "It will be no small
sacrifice for me to leave the society of my sister and sweet, sweet
home for the land of the Apaches. I never liked the West and
despise Western hoes [heroes?] of all sorts." Not wishing to go to
New Mexico and dreading the journey to join her husband, she
continued, "The idea of a hundred miles of stage travel fills me
with terror. How am I to stand it?"76 In her later book she described
her buckboard experience from Trinidad, Colorado, to Santa Fe,
often using the exact wording of Wallace's earlier account. "Jolt,
jolt; bang, bang; cold to the marrow, though huddled under buffalo
robes and heavy blankets," she descriptively portrayed the ride-:-77Of her overnight stay at Las Vegas, she said it was a "horrid spot,"
where she and her husband were lodged in a "dismal den called a
hotel." Even her trip by train from Kansas City to Trinidad was
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unpleasant; noting the treeless, waterless, flat nature of the land
in which nothing grew but buffalo grass and sage, Susan observed
"I always did hate sage. What anyone finds to interest him in Kansas
passed my comprehension. It should be left to the Apache and the
coyote and is hardly good enough for them."78
During her short stay of eight months in New Mexico, from
February to early October 1879, Susan did not overcome her preconceptions and inclinations to pass harsh judgment on her new
environment. Her comments concerning Fort Stanton and its surrounding countryside have been noted earlier. Concerning Santa
Fe, she wrote that it was a "drowsy old town" with single-story
adobe houses resembling "an extensive brickyard." Although she
conceded that it had the charm of some foreign communities, she
felt that it was "·dirty and unkept [unkempt?], swarming with hungry dogs. "79 Describing her living conditions, she wrote her sister
at the end of June, "For I still live in a palace--made of mud as
Babylon was." She concluded with a reference to the stone age,
emphasizing that "it is not yet ended in New Mexico. "80 Displeased
also with the lack of rainfall and dust, Susan again wrote her sister:
The air was so full of electricity my clothes crackled all the time,
and fire followed my fingers whenever they touched the buffalo
skin.-no fear of rain, there was one shower in March, and two little
sprinkles since, all I have seen in New Mexico. But 0 the dust! 0
the desert-like the sands of awful, silent Africa. One day we saw
no living thing but the mail boy in a sort of cart, not a horse, sheep,
cow, scarcely a bird-not a house. Eternal sunshine and never ceasing westwind-this is the land for those who love them. 81

According to Susan Wallace, "General Wallace enjoyed New Mexico
at first but to me it was the wilderness without the manna and how
glad we both were to leav~ it for the Bosphorous. "82 James M.
Carpenter, a former native of Indiana and casual acquaintance of
the general's then residing in Missouri, wrote Wallace in August
1879, informing him that a recent article in the Platte City Landmark stated that the governor appeared to like his new post, although he was occasionally "perplexed" by preserving the peace
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in that lawless territory. "Mrs, Wallace, his wife," the article continued, "is not so well pleased, and longs to return to her old home
in Crawfordsville. "83
Although he began his administration with enthusiasm, it is evident that as the months passed Wallace became frustrated and
disillusioned. Constant efforts to suppress outlaws and overcome
Indian threats, struggles with the legislature over financial support
of his programs, lack of material support from Washington, isolation
from national and world affairs, absence from his wife, and advancing age weighed heavily upon him. On his birthday in 1881,
he wrote Susan: "Fifty-four years old today. Six more years and
Sixty! It is not a comfortable thought. If not the fear of death to
trouble me, there is that other even more horrible-helplessness
and sans everything. "84 Toward the end of his term he reflected in
a letter to his wife: "1 am tired of this place and the territorial
climate is too severe for you." Considering territorial politics, he
observed that "every calculation based on experience elsewhere
fails in New Mexico." Concerning his successor, whoever he might
be, Wallace observed that he "will do just as I did, have the same
ideas, make the same attempts, and with the same heartiness of
effort, soon cool in zeal, then finally say 'All right, let her drift.'''85
Although there were rumors of his resignation as early as November 1880, Wallace flatly denied them, adding that the "idea
had never occurred to him. "86 However, the election of a new
president provided him with the opportunity on 9 March 1881 to
resign and seek a new position. 87 President Garfield offered him a
diplomatic post in Paraguay, but Wallace refused. 88 After the president had read Ben-Hur, he decided to offer Governor Wallace the
position he felt the Hoosier was ideally suited for, that of United
States Minister to Turkey with residence at Constantinople. Lew
Wallace's last act as territorial governor was to appoint William G.
Ritch as acting governor, pending the arrival of Lionel A. Sheldon
as his successor. On 30 May 1881, the first and only Hoosier to
govern New Mexico left Santa Fe in a Pullman car on the railroad
he had helped to complete. 89 The Santa Fe New Mexican reported
on that date that "Wallace made hosts of friends here, and was as
good a governor as the Territory has had. "90
In his two and one-half years as territorial governor of New
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Mexico Lew Wallace accomplished as much as could have been
expected of him, ifnot more. He restored peace in Lincoln County
and established law and order not only there but in other regions
ranging from Rio Arriba to Dona Ana county. He succeeded in
establishing both local and territorial militia units to assist officials
in law enforcement. Some of these militias were of great benefit;
others evidently, as in Rio Arriba County, were as violent as the
outlaws they were supposed to control. In 1880, using Wallace's
earlier success with county militias as an example and at the urging
of the governor, the Legislative Assembly created a territorial militia to assist scattered military forces in resisting the threats of
various Indian bands to the lives and property of New Mexican
citizens. Although Wallace did not succeed in eliminating the danger from Apache raids,he did focus attention on the problem and
convinced authorities in Washington that the difficulty was not one
contained within New Mexico, but was a more general threat
throughout the Southwest. The governor also brought national attention to the importance of preserving both the Palace of the
Governors and the New Mexican archives. His constructive efforts
in both areas were crowned by future administrations.
Yet Wallace's term was one of frustration, some failures, and new
problems requiring both immediate and long-range attention. New
Mexico was undergoing an economic, transportation, and social
"revolution" in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. The
development of the livestock industry, the trend toward monopoly
and growth of big business, completion of the railroad, emergence
of vast economic interests closely tied to politics, and major demographic changes, such as the increase in population and arrival
of large numbers of Anglo-Americans, all were characteristics of
the late 1870s and early 1880s. Instead of ignoring problems or
procrastinating, Governor Wallace at least tried to resolve them.
He was not a man of words but of action.
It should not be concluded that the Hoosier's term as territorial
governor was the major achievement in his life. Indeed, the publication of Ben-Hur was. Nevertheless, that magnum opus was finished while he served as governor and in the very building he
sought to have restored. 91 Wallace gave constructiv.e d,irection to
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New Mexico following an era of graft and manipulation. His administration was an active one, and it reflected its governor's honesty,
sincerity, openness, and interest, not only in the territory itself but
in its people. As he later wrote denouncing a bill to admit Arizona
and New Mexico as one state, "I love the people of New Mexico;
I lived with them two and one-half years as their Governor, and I
know their condition and their needs, "92 His opinions were not
critical of either the territory or its people even though they were
not shared by his wife. He travelled widely throughout the territory
and brought his personal attention to individual and collective problems, whether from his office in the capital or in the separate
~egions. His firmness and belief in fair play, his recognition of
pressing problems, and his "do-something" responsiveness undoubtedly led to his popularity then and his reputation since as a
Hoosier who administered New Mexico in a positive manner. Many
have observed that throughout his life Lew Wallace was a restless
romantic. In New Mexico the territorial governor was a realist as
well.
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MID-NINETEENTH -C ENTURY
BOTANICAL EXPLORATION IN NEW MEXICO

CAROLYN DICKERMAN

a varied people came west and in
doing so, braved hardship, danger, and isolation. Initially, explorers
and adventurers were drawn to the inhospitable country "because
it was there." In addition, settlers, dissatisfied with their lives in
more civilized areas, looked to the West as a place to realize their
dreams. Another group, merchants, discovered an untapped clientele developing west of the Mississippi.
The irresistible West drew still another breed of man to its harsh
terrain: scientific explorers. Although the early naturalists are not
discussed in many historical treatments of western development,
they carried out their work on the very edge of the frontier. A
glimpse of the earliest botanical collectors in New Mexico reveals
what kind of people they were and why and how they came to the
territory. In addition, a study of their opportunities for collecting
in New Mexico indicates that the political and social history of that
region in the 1840s helped determine their successes and failures
on the frontier.
While some of the West remained unexplored in the first half of
the nineteenth century, eminent American botanists Asa Gray of
Harvard and John Torrey of Columbia were preparing a compilation
of the plants of the North American continent. Also helping with
this ambitious project were Thomas Nuttall, a prominent Philadelphia botanist who had traveled extensively on the frontier, and
George Engelmann, a St. Louis physician and expert on cacti.
To obtain material from previously unstudied areas, Gray sponsored collecting expeditions, funded by sales of subscriptions to
IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
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sets of plant specimens brought back from these trips. Announcements for these subscriptions were published in scientific journals
and specified the geographical area in which a collection would be
made. The advertisements stated who the collectors would be, how
they were qualified, and which scientist would identify the specimens. l
Gray was particularly interested in obtaining plant information
from the largest area of the continental United States still unexplored scientifically, the land between Texas and California. Botanical specimens were first taken from the coast of California in
1791,2 and by 1820, Dr. Edwin James, who accompanied Maj. S.
H. Long on his first expedition to the Rocky Mountains, was gathering plants in Texas. 3 Although these areas of the Southwest and
other sections of the continent had experienced botanical expedi. tions in the 1840s, no one had yet ventured into New Mexico.
Of course, people had lived in the Southwest for millenia and
were acquainted with the plant life of the region. Indeed, successive indigenous populations, Spanish missionaries and soldiers, and
hunters and trappers from the United States knew the plants of
the area, named them, and were aware of their uses and distribution. Trained European botanists, who were building a systematic body of knowledge of the relationships and distributions of all
plants of the world, would not base their scientific work on laymen's
descriptions, however. They needed actual specimens, prepared
by professionals who had the training to recognize interesting and
useful species. The reasons New Mexico remained unknown botanically are not attributable primarily to the rough, inhospitable
nature of the land or the arduousness of travel, difficult as these
were, or to the unwillingness of people to undergo the tribulations
offrontier life. Instead, international politics determined the course
of botanical knowledge in these early years.
New Mexico in the early nineteenth century was an integral part
of Mexico, itself under Spanish administration. Generally, the weak
Spanish gov~rnment viewed frontier New Mexico as a buffer to
protect remaining Spanish possessions from hostile Indians; it also
prohibited foreigners from entering Spanish lands. 4 Fear of encroachment by the United States, especially after the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803, as well as protecting the monopoly on trade from
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Chihuahua to New Mexico, motivated the Spanish to keep New
Mexico isolated. A result of this isolation policy was that New Mexico received no funds for colleges or public schools; nor were there
any printing presses, lawyers, or medical doctors in the province,
with the exception of a surgeon supported by soldiers in Santa Fe.
Spain prohibited manufacture of goods, and all trade was with the
south. Annual caravans laden with wool, wine, and furs made the
perilous journey to Chihuahua and returned with manufactured
items of European origin. Traders who broke the rules of the foreign
embargo, especially Americans, could expect heavy jail sentences. 5
During the three hundred years of Spanish rule in the New
World, Spain sent scientific explorers to Mexico on only one occasion: the Royal Scientific Expedition to New Spain, authorized
in 1786 and headed by two prominent Spanish botanists. For fifteen
years, this expedition of botanists, zoologists, and artists collected,
described, and painted the flora and fauna of New Spain from
Central America to Veracruz (where they were joined by the Malaspina expedition) to Baja California, including some Caribbean
islands, but not northern Mexico. When the principals returned
to Spain in 1803, however, the chaotic political climate thwarted
further scientific activities. As a result, materials from the collection
were not made available to the European scientific community,
and Spain discontinued botanical work in Mexico. 6
When Mexico broke from Spain in 1821, it abandoned the Spanish policy of excluding foreign traders. In fact, the first American
to trade with the Mexican people was William Becknell, a Missouri
merchant who gambled that Mexican independence would lead to
repeal of the restrictive trade laws. He started out for Santa Fe
before the war of independence was won. When he arrived in New
Mexico friendly troops met his party and escorted them to Santa
Fe where they exchanged their manufactured goods for bags -of
silver pesos. Upon his return to Franklin, Missouri, he advertised
his good fortune by riding down the main street, pulling out one
of his leather bags of silver, and, cutting it with a knife, spilling
the coins out on the street. Six months later, Becknell headed back
to Santa Fe with more goods. Knowing that his three, heavily
loaded wagons would not be able to negotiate the steep Raton Pass
through which he had earlier entered Santa Fe, he crossed the

Gambel oak, Quercus gambeli.

Rio Grande cottonwood, Populus fremontii var. wislizenlH.
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Cimarron desert and inaugurated another branch of the Santa Fe
Trail. 7
The opening of the Santa Fe Trail and the commercial activity
it spawned provided a means of sending botanical collectors into
the new area. The first botanical explorer in New Mexico was
William Gambel, a protege of Nuttall who had traveled with his
mentor in the Southeast and New England and had learned the
technique of collecting and preserving plants for scientific purposes. An adventurous young man of eighteen when Nuttall sent
him west, Gambel followed the usual route to the frontier through
Pittsburgh, down the Ohio by steamboat, up the Mississippi to St.
Louis, and then up the Missouri to Independence, Missouri. In
May 1841, Gambelleft Independence with a mule caravan of ninety
trappers and traders along with forty wagons laden with merchandise.
The three-month trip to Santa Fe was not without considerable
trouble. In western Kansas, combat with a band of five hundred
Arapaho Indians was avoided only by handing out gifts. This incident took place within sight of the remains of Pawnee Indians
whom the Arapaho had killed earlier. Farther along, four hundred
Utes attacked and shot at the caravan for an entire morning. (We
know of these events through extant letters Gambel wrote to his
mother.) In describing travel along the Santa Fe Trail, Gambel
reported: "We also suffered much for want of water sometimes
having to do without for two days. However, I have got through
it with safety not even with a cold from laying [sic] on the ground
with nothing on but the sky above the earth below and perhaps
Indians around us for nearly three months."8
Despite these and other problems, the mule train arrived in
Santa Fe in record time. For the next two months, Gambel remained in New Mexico, collecting botanical and zoological specimens in the Sangre de Cristo range and the nearby Rio Grande
valley.
Since traveling over the deserts and mountains of New Mexico
by mule was arduous, amassing a useful collection of plants while
on such trips was particularly difficult. As samples were collected
in the field, care had to be taken to save all parts of the plant (for
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example, flower, fruit, root) to retain useful specimens. These specimens were transferred back to camp in metal containers (vascula)
or leather portfolios. Moisture was then removed from the plants
by pressing them between absorbent papers that were changed
daily until the specimens had dried. In rainy seasons, papers had
to be changed over a long period of time. At the end of each day,
a detailed list of the collected plants had to be made, including
information on exact location, habitat, density of population, and
associated flora. Freshly collected plants had to be pressed, all
other specimens collected on the trip had to be examined for dryness, and those that were still moist had to be replaced in dry
papers. In addition, collectors had the more mundane daily chores
of cooking, washing, and guard duty.
By September, the flowering season was coming to a close, and
Gambel resumed his trip to California by joining the Workman
party in Abiquiu. The route this group of twenty-five people (most
of whom planned to settle in California) took went as far north as
Utah, then across the Mojave desert to Los Angeles without major
problems, although toward the end of the trip their flock of sheep
had been eaten, and they suffered from a serious lack of water.
When Cambers extensive collections finally reached Philadelphia, Nuttall published the descriptions. 9 Nuttall permanently honored Cambel by naming the common scrub oak of New Mexico
Quercus gambellii (Cambers oak) and the top-knotted bird commonly seen scurrying through the desert Lophortyx gambellii
(Cambers quail).
Nearly five years passed before another botanist visited New
Mexico. In the meantime, relations between the United States and
Mexico deteriorated as the United States perceived the disorganized young state of Mexico as uncooperative, while Mexico feared
their powerful neighbor's greed for additional territory. As a result,
Mexico broke off diplomatic relations with the United States in
March of 1845 following the annexation of Texas.
The next year, despite clouds of war on the horizon that a series
of border incidents had initiated, Frederick A. Wislizenus, an emigre
physician and partner in practice with George Engelmann, was
persuaded by the latter to undertake a scientific tour of northern
Mexico. Engelmann had developed Wislizenus' interest in botany
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and had instructed him in the technique of collecting and preserving specimens. The tour began on 5 May 1846, when Wislizenus left St. Louis for Missouri where he sought a company destined
for Santa Fe. Although word of skirmishes on the frontier reached
Wislizenus before he left Missouri, he continued on his trip, believing that if war came, it would be short-lived. He headed west
within the month with the thirty-five-man caravan ofAlbert Speyer,
a Santa Fe trader carrying two wagon loads of arms and ammunition
to sell to the governor of Chihuahua.
On 17 July, Wislizenus crossed the New Mexico border. Among
the botanical observations of New Mexico he recorded in his detailed journal was the first cane cholla, Opuntia arborescens. He
noted that this plant, common throughout Mexico, has porous stems
that are used as torches. At Las Vegas, he went into the mountains
where he recorded then undescribed pines: ponderosa and pinon.
In Santa Fe, word reached the American party of the battle of
Palo Alto that took place in Texas when the Mexican army crossed
the Rio Grande and killed American patrols. Still, the situation
seemed normal in Santa Fe, so the Mexican general granted Wislizenus a passport for travel to the interior. The caravan started on
its way to Mexico along the Rio Grande on 9 July, and Wislizenus
made the first collection of plant specimens south of Santa Fe. At
the Sandia Mountains, Wislizenus left the party to obtain gold ore,
then rejoined the group at Albuquerque. A few days later along
the Rio Grande, Wislizenus encountered mesquite. At first he was
pleased to see specimens of the plant he had known only by description, but he soon found them monotonous. He was also interested in the various species of Yucca and Opuntia. At Socorro,
while examining the minerology of old mines, Wislizenus found an
undescribed species of Yucca in fruit.
From Socorro the party left the Rio Grande, which at this point
begins a circuitous bend that, because of the mountainous terrain,
was difficult to follow and entered the ninety-mile Jornada del
Muerto, a nearly waterless valley, the name of which reveals its .
dangers. There, Wislizenus discovered a new Echinocactus of impressive size. He collected its flowers and seeds, but its four-foot
height prevented him from making a whole-plant specimen. On 8
August 1846, Wislizenus crossed into Mexico where during the
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next ten months he succeeded in amassing an important botanical
collection despite being caught up in the war. For six months he
was confined to a remote village in the state of Chihuahua. 10
Wislizenus' collection included five new species from New Mexico. Engelmann described these and other new species in the "Botanical Appendix" of Wislizenus' "Memoir," thereby stamping
Wislizenus' unwieldy name on American botany. 11 At the generic
level, Engelmann described Wislizenia, of the family Capparidaceae, in honor of its discoverer. In addition to Ferocactus wislizenii,
a cottonwood, Populus fremontii var. wislizenii, collected in Texas,
was also named for the German physician, as were Dithryea wislizenii, Geranium wislizenii and a California oak, Quercus wislizenii. Engelmann wrote that "the collection of Dr. Wislizenus cannot
but impress the botanist with the richness and novelty of the flora
of these countries and invite the arduous explorer to further exertion. "12
In the spring of 1846, while Wislizenus was on the Santa Fe
Trail, worsening relations between Mexico and the United States
culminated in full-fledged war along the lower Rio Grande. President Polk signed an act of war on 13 May that authorized him to
use military force to take Chihuahua, Tamaulipas, New Mexico east
of the Rio Grande, and the California ports.
In response to the declaration of war, the 2,700-member Army
of the West assembled at Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. Attached
to the army were. five members of the Corps of Topological Engineers, a branch of the army charged with gathering scientific
information about the West while serving as part of the fighting
force. The engineers were educated at West Point where they were
given courses in engineering, drawing, and natural science. In fact,
prominent botanist John Torrey gave them basic instruction in
botany and taught them how to document the flora of areas through
which they would travel. By means of their association with foremost American scientists, these West Point graduates came into
contact with leading scientists of the United States and Europe,
and some of them became highly respected scientists in their own
right. 13 When President Polk ordered General Kearny to extend
his conquest of New Mexico onward to California, the topological
bureau was provided with an opportunity for original exploration
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in unmapped lands that until then only Indians, Spaniards, and
mountain men had crossed.
On 5 June 1846, Lt. William H. Emory, a thirty-five-year-old
career soldier, received orders to repair to Fort Leavenworth and
report to Colonel Kearny as head ofa party of topological engineers.
These orders stipulated that Emory would perform any military
duties that Kearny assigned to him. Anticipating that this tour of
duty would take him to unexplored areas of the continent, Emory
prepared to use his free time to collect scientific data.
Indeed, before leaving Washington, D.C., Emory procured box
chronometers and sextants for determining longitudes and latitudes. So jarring was the trip, however, particularly the overturning
of the stagecoach in the Alleghenies, that the settings of these
delicate instruments changed and had to be recalibrated in Fort
Leavenworth. On the other hand, Emory managed to keep the
settings in working order throughout the remainder of the trip,
and during a stopover in St. Louis, he consulted with Engelmann
on preparations for plant collecting.
Emory's official report reveals that the Army of the West set out
from Fort Leavenworth on 26 June following the Santa Fe Trail.
Throughout the trip, Emory recorded military events and botanical
findings. 14 Although the march was hard, food in short supply, water
scarce, and there was a constant threat of combat, Emory took
valuable time each day to detail the floral characteristics of the
country. The army traveled across New Mexico from Raton Pass to
Santa Fe, announcing at each village that the United States was
taking possession of the country. The armed Mexican forces, rumored to be ready, never materialized.
In August and September, while Kearny's men remained in Santa
Fe, Emory selected and surveyed the site of Fort Marcy. In addition, he took the opportunity to collect plants in the environs as
well as to travel south along the Rio Grande as far as the village
of Tome.
Toward the end of September, the company set out on the march
for California, moving south along the Rio Grande. At Socorro,
they left the road that continued down to Chihuahua through the
Jornada del Muerto and instead followed the Rio Grande. From
this point on, Emory was collecting in botanically virgin territory.
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At the level of the present Elephant Butte Dam, Kearny and his
party headed west toward the Mimbres Mountains and the Santa
Rita copper mines, and then to the Gila River, which they followed
out of New Mexico. The month's passage across present-day Arizona
along the Gila was without military incident, so Emory was able
to continue his botanizing along the Gila, adding new species to
his collection. His most notable botanical disovery was the saguaro
cactus. Although Emory was on a military mission, his descriptions
were enthusiastic, at times almost poetic: "The view from our camp
is inexpressibly beautiful";15 "for two days our way was strewed
with flowers. "16
His collection of plants was excellent, although he apologized in
a letter to John Torrey that it was made "at intervals snatched from
military duty, and necessarily done hastily and without that order
. of regularity which you would expect had 1 been sent on a scientific
expedition.... 1 went out on a notice of only a few hours and
what was done was beyond military duties. "17 Torrey was asked to
write a catalogue of the plants collected. This analysis of Emory's
specimens in the appendix of the "Notes" includes a new genus,
Baileya, of the Composite family, a common plant along the Rio
Grande, as well as nine new species. 18 Prosopis strombocarpa emoryi and Quercus emoryi (Emory oak) were species named after
Emory, who collected them while on his military mission.
Meanwhile, Asa Gray of Columbia recognized the opportunity
to place plant collectors in remote places in the flood of military
people headed west. He wrote Engelmann on 30 May 1846 that
he "must have a collector for plants living and dry to go to Santa
Fe, with the Government Expedition. "19 Engelmann responded a
few weeks later, "I believe 1 have found a young man."20 Engelmann's candidate was Augustus Fendler, a Prussian who had traveled extensively in frontier America collecting plant specimens. At
the outbreak of the Mexican war, Gray had obtained a letter of
recommendation from the secretary of war granting Fendler free
transportation to Santa Fe with the tro~ps. Arriving there in the
fall of 1846, Fendler was obliged to wait until the plants were in
a collectible stage in the spring. Then from April through August,
he botanized along the Santa Fe River and on the surrounding
plains west to the Rio Grande Valley, gathering 1,026 specimens.
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Clearly, the correspondence of Engelmann and Gray indicates
they were well pleased with Fendler's method of collecting. Fendler's contribution to the botany of the newly acquired areas of the
United States was considerable, and he showed further promise of
scientific contribution. His dedication to plant collecting is evident
in a letter he wrote to Gray: "Not the dangers nor the risk of life,
health, and property; not the many hardships and privations which '
are insuperably connected with such an undertaking are deterring
me from entering upon it again-on the contrary, these botanical
excursions were enough to make me passionately fond of herbalizing."21
So pleased was Gray with Fendler's efforts that his letters to
Engelmann indicated that the Harvard scientist wanted Fendler
to remain in the Santa Fe area for two years to collect material in
the nearby mountains. However, when Fendler requested funds
from Gray (pleading that lack of money had compelled him to sell
his belongings, borrow money, and forced his younger brother to
join the army to keep from starving), he was not granted sufficient
funds to permit him to remain in the field. He left for St. Louis
in the fall of 1847, never to return to New Mexico. 22
In recognition of his contribution to western botany, two genera
commemorate Fendler's name: Fendlera (fendlerbush) and Fendlerella, both in the Saxifrage family. Fendler's next botanical expedition was spectacularly disastrous. In the spring of 1849, en
route to the Great Salt, Lake region, he was caught in a sudden
flood and lost all of his collecting materials as well as his transportation. When he finally was able to make his way back to St. Louis,
he found, that a fire had destroyed all of his worldly goods. 23
The departure of Fendler from New Mexico marked the end of
this initial period of individual collectors, but other events soon
transpired' that encouraged further botanical exploration of New
Mexico. The Mexican-American War resulted in the establishment
of a boundary commission to run and mark the boundary line
between the two countries. Topological engineers were assigned
to this survey, as well as geologists, zoologists, and botanists. According to noted historian ofscience, A. Hunter Dupree, the survey
had "too many botanists, certainly for their own or the government's
good. But their very numbers turned the Mexican boundary survey
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into a kind of graduate school for collectors. "24 Indeed the botanical
collectors sent back 2,648 species, which Torrey described in the
botanical report of the boundary commission. 25 Gray considered
this report, including all species known from the Southwest at that
time, to be ranked "as the most important publication of the kind
that had ever appeared. "26 This report indicated that improved
transportation, removal of political barriers, and-most important-government support of natural history expeditions to the
West would encourage trained, well-equipped botanists to carry
out surveys in New Mexico, which would expand the botanical
knowledge of the area.
Here, then, is the story of the beginning of scientific botanical
work in New Mexico. Only after Mexico became independent in
1821 were outsiders officially permitted to enter, and the only
means of travel was by mule or wagon along the Santa Fe Trail. In
the first half of the 1840s, Gambel and Wislizenus, despite the
rigors of working from a mule or oxen train, sent east the first
examples of New Mexican flora from Santa Fe and along the Rio
Grande. But the Mexican-American War opened up new opportunities for travel in the mid-1840s, and as a result, Lieutenant
Emory's military duties took him to previously unexplored parts
of the Southwest. Moreover, Fendler, while he traveled to Santa
Fe with the army, was free to devote his full time to plant collecting.
Although these deeply committed men received a minimum of
compensation for the hardships they incurred, aside from having
their names permanently attached to the nomenclature of novel
plants, they laid the groundwork for the botanical study of New
Mexico.
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NEWS NOTES
The History Department of San Diego State University announces a new degree, a Master of Arts in Public History and a Certificate in Public History. The
degree requires thirty units including core public history courses and options
from among archives, museums, editing, and historic preservation courses. A
thesis and an internship are electives. The certificate requires fifteen units and
is designed for people already in a career who need to improve their skills. For
information write: Public History Advisor, Department of History, San Diego
State University, San Diego, Calif. 92182-0380.
The Association for Preservation Technology takes pleasure in announcing the
continuing series of "$uccessful Rehabilitation" workshops to be held in San Antonio (15-17 February), Charleston, S.C. (15-17 March), Albany, N.Y. (12-14
April), Cincinnati (10-12 May), and Denver (14-16 June). The intensive threeday workshops will focus on rehabilitation standards and guidelines, preservation
technology, and procedural requirements of the federal tax act. Additional information and registration forms are available from APT, 345 Union Street, New
Bedford, Mass. 02740.
The Chaves County Historical Society announces the "last round-up" for Roundup
on the Pecos, the final printing of the historical account of the Roswell area and
Chaves County. Co-authored by Elvis Fleming and Minor Huffman, the book is
available for $9.95 a copy or $19.95 for a limited edition, numbered and signed.
Contact the Chaves County Historical Society, 200 N. Lea Avenue, Roswell, N.
Mex. 88201.
Dig Archaeology? Then consider joining the Archaeological Society of New
Mexico. Membership includes a quarterly newsletter; an annual book of articles
reflecting the latest scholarship on archaeology in New Mexico and the Southwest;
an annual spring conference; reasonably priced field schools, seminars, and workshops; and access to a program of incremental accreditation for avocational archaeologists. For inquiries, write the Archaeological Society of New Mexico, P.O.
Box 3485, Albuquerque, 87110.
The Archaeological Society of New Mexico Rock Art Recording Field School
will be held in the Gila National Forest north of Silver City 15-29 June 1985.
The school offers accepted recording procedures, assists the U.S. Forest Service
in its inventory of cultural resources, and provides knowledge and experience for
those interested in becoming certified as rock art surveyors in the ASNM amateur
certification program. Participants can attend one or both weeks of the school;
fees are $40 for one week, $70 for two weeks.

"PRETTY, BUT IS IT HISTORY?";
THE LEGACY OF HARVEY FERGUSSON'S
RIO GRANDE

ROBERT GISH

STANLEY WALKER'S New Yorker indictment of certain "New Mexico" writers thirty years ago still rankles us today. Walker did not
like their literary style, which he called "New Mexico baroque,"
and said so:
One either thinks New Mexico baroque is great or one doesn't. An
odd thing happens to writers who live in the high country, especially
in the mystical stretches along the Rio Grande above El Paso. It
happened to poor old D. H. Lawrence, to Mabel Dodge Luhan,
and to many others-to a lesser degree to such a sound citizen as
Miss Erna Fergusson. They see the mountains, the sand, the stars,
the cactus, the wrinkled Indians, and they begin to babble about
"time" and "space."
At best, and in moderate doses, this can be fetching literature;
at its worst it can be baffiing-like something by Dylan Thomas out
of Sitting Bull. I

The occasion for this not entirely playful criticism was Walker's
review of Paul Horgan's Great River (1954). Walker's title-whether
his own invention or his editor's-gives one the drift, so to speak,
of what he thought of the Rio Grande and of Horgan's style: "Long
River, Long Book," ran the heading-hardly baroque in its ascerbity and intended wit. Placing Horgan, in effect, in a kind of
"no win" situation, Walker lamented what was in and what was out
of Great River; what was said and how it was said. Remaining
unconvinced about Horgan's picture of the Rio Grande as the stage
0028-6206/85/0400-0400-0173 $2.00
© Regents, University of New Mexico

Tuyo, the black mesa on the east bank of the Rio Grande, near the pueblo of San
Ildefonso. Courtesy of the artist.
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for the recurrent and sequential frontiers ofAmerican Indian, Spanish, Mexican-American, and Anglo-American cultures all attempting to share in the making of what he called "a neighborhood of
the world," Walker twisted the knife one last time and pictured
Horgan as merely another delirious New Mexico writer suffering
from, according to Walker's metaphor, the virus of "New Mexico
baroque":
It is just the old New Mexico writer's fever coming up again while
the mirages dance on the high mesa, the tom toms boom in the
moonlight, and the gods cavort on the red peaks. Pretty, but is it
history?2

One might dismiss Walker's glib attack as entertainment, countering with the question, "Cute, but is it criticism?" One could
dismiss him out of hand if it were not for a nagging awareness that
there is something to what he says about the effect that New Mexico-as inspiration and source material, as landscape, as geography,
as what Lawrence so often stressed as "spirit of place"-has on
writers (novelists, poets, and even historians). In keeping with its
motto, there is something "enchanting" about the way in which
the "experience" of New Mexico tempts one into effusiveness (call
it babbling if one chooses) because New Mexico as place and as
idea, as people and event, time and space is not easily translatable
into words or the data of social science, be they arranged as history
or story, the truth and distortions of fact or imagination, history or
literature.
Because of this phenomenon, this influence of geography as literature and history, key works like Great River and Harvey Fergusson's Rio Grande (1933) offer fine textual examples of history
mingling with literature-more precisely of narrative history merging with historical fiction. Given today's preoccupation with the
"New Journalism," with "nonfiction novels," with what some critics
are referring to as "faction," it might be argued that Horgan, and
before him Fergusson, leave behind them a legacy of an older way
of writing history as narration infused with a sense of character,
plot, dramatization, and setting (all of those techniques so closely
associated with the novelist's art). It might be argued, ironically,
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that they bequeath an older way of writing history that is now
thought of in some quarters as "new."
It can be argued that Fergusson's Rio Grande seems to have, .at
least indirectly, influenced Horgan's Great River. And the point
could even be extended to say that Fergusson's Rio Grande probably influenced Horgan's other histories and biographies such as
"About the Southwest: A Panorama of Nueva Granada," published
in the Southwest Review in 1933 just two years after the first installment of Rio Grande appeared in The American Mercury in
May 1931; From the Royal City (1936), The Centuries of Santa Fe
(1956), Lamy of Santa Fe (1975), and Josiah Gregg and His Vision
of the Early West (1979). Echoes of Fergusson's Rio Grande can
also be heard in Erna Fergusson's books on New Mexico, including
. Dancing Gods (1931, although the influence here seems reciprocal), Our Southwest (1940), Albuquerque (1947), Murder and Mystery in New Mexico (1948), and New Mexico: A Pageant of Three
Peoples (1951). Alice Corbin Henderson's Brothers of Light (1937),
Laura Gilpin's Rio Grande (1949), even Tony Hillerman's Rio Grande
(1975), and Robert Coles's The Old Ones (1973)-all evidence some
similarities to Fergusson's prototypic history of the Rio Grande.
More obviously, it should be said that the Rio Grande river itself
is where the influence lies-and in the "eye-witness," albeit ethnocentric, versions of it and New Mexico history that all such writers have encountered and recorded. Furthermore, any tracing of
the ethnocentric Anglo assumptions of Harvey and Erna Fergusson
and Paul Horgan to the historiography of the recurrent frontier
theories of Frederick Jackson Turner would take one too deeply
into their respective biographies for consideration here.
I have attempted to answer, in an essay published in Southwest
Review, Frank D. Reeve's condemnation of Great River as history. 3
Reeve's carping "A Letter to Clio," published in the spring 1956
issue of The New Mexico Historical Review, reads now more like
the result of vindictiveness than clear-headed judgment. Trying to
sustain Stanley Walker's glibness, Reeve spoke directly to the muse
of history, who presumably was in the habit of listening to him,
and answers Walker's "Pretty, but is it history?" question straight
out: "It is sometimes pretty, but it is not good history. "4 The debate
about what makes good history is, of course, still with us. But more
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and more the dichotomy suggested in Reeve's and Walker's eitheror positioning of "prettiness" vs, history becomes, if not a false one,
then certainly a misleading one,
In any event, I want to assert what might seem a truism: that
history can be "pretty" and that the seemingly simple but actually
very complex issue of reconciling these -alleged polarities is part
and parcel of the legacy of Fergusson's great book of history, biography, autobiography, interview, anecdote, memoir, and fiction,
all published under the title of Rio Grande,
After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection, a book written
by James West Davidson and Mark Hamilton Lytle and published
three years ago, provides a point of departure for such a consideration of Rio Grande as both pretty and history, In case anyone
needs reminding, Davidson and Lytle remind us that history is
more than traditional textbooks; that "the explanations and interpretations 'behind' the story often turn out to be as interesting as
the story itself."5 Historical detection-as the subtitle to their book
indicates-is as much art as it is science, In their selection of essays
Davidson and Lytle seek to counter what they see as excessive
attempts by some historians to turn their discipline into "unadulterated social science." Too many historians, they think, have forgotten that
history is rooted in the narrative tradition, As much as it seeks to
generalize from past events, as do the sciences, it also remains
dedicated to capturing the uniqueness of a situation. When historians negleCt the literary aspect of their discipline-when they forget
that good history begins with a good story-they risk losing the
wider audience that all great historians have addressed, They end
up, sadly, talking to themselves. 6

Such a generalization about the narrative and populist roots of
writing history suggests that Harvey Fergusson himself, being a
more humanistic than a scientific historian, was part of a much
broader legacy, and that Rio Grande, rather than amassing the
estate in the first place, might best be considered as a trustee or
guardian of a much larger tradition, "a main-stream" rather than
"new" tradition, as it were. That the tradition is also eclectic is
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significant, as is the belief that the process of writing history must
be open to such eclecticism: "the use of pictorial evidence, questions of psychohistory, problems encountered analyzing oral interviews, the value of decisionmaking models in political history, and
so on."7 Davidson's and Lytle's definition of history seems to fit
Fergusson's. In part, they define history this way-a definition that
squares with Fergusson's statement in Rio Grande:
History is not something that is simply brought out of the archives,
dusted off, and displayed as 'the way things really were.' It is a
painstaking construction, held together only with the help of assumptions, hypotheses, and inferences. 8
One can, of course, infer many of Fergusson's assumptions about
history and the writing of it from the reading of Rio Grande. If
one begins with the first chapter expecting fastidious documentation and acknowledgment of sources, maddening frustration immediately sets in. Horgan's Great River was severely criticized by
Reeve, Walter Prescott Webb, and other academic historians for
its lack of footnotes and vague attribution of sources. In part, this
avoidance of footnotes on Horgan's part was responsible for his
being regarded by some as an "amateur" historian. Seemingly,
Horgan's choice not to footnote his sources is part of Fergusson's
legacy as a popularizer. Fergusson uses no footnotes and for this
reason, as well as more substantive ones, is clearly more the popularizer than the academician. It is interesting to mention in this
context by way of a small but significant digression that only in the
fou'rth edition of Great River, which appeared in the spring of 1985,
does Horgan include Fergusson, as well as Bernard DeVoto, in his
bibliography. Horgan says, "Two works of distinction are absent
from my bibliography. They were omitted not because they would
have given me little, but because if I had reread them for the
purposes of my study I feared that their persuasiveness in style
and vision would have led me into unintended echoes in my own
treatment of their subjects. These are Rio Grande by Harvey Fergusson (1933), a native New Mexican's superb account of life in the
middle river valley of New Mexico, and The Year of Decision by
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Bernard De Voto (1943), a vivid recreation of the experience and
impact of the War with Mexico,"9
Fergusson was quite deliberate in his popularizer approach to
New Mexico history. Advertisements for Rio Grande in The American Mercury, where it first appeared in installments, stress that
its author is an unconventional historian-dealing with things that
"conventional historians have generally neglected"-and that its
author knew New Mexico as only a native son could: "He knows
the Rio Grande country as few other men know it, and he makes
its early heroes live again."lD As for his manner of telling his story,
it is characterized as full of "great skill and charm."ll
When the reader finally comes to Fergusson's three and onehalf pages of general bibliography, the reason for frustration with
documentation is confirmed, for he states what the reader infers
throughout the book. In Fergusson's words: "the veracity of the
book is necessarily more psychological than factual. It is true only
insofar as it is convincing. "12 Fergusson lists three major reasons
for his less than meticulous documentation. First, he says the book
is based as much on observation and interview as it is on documentary research "so that no complete accounting of its sources is
possible." Second, "the book is an attempt at interpretation rather
than a record," and third, he believes that "very little besides a
few dates, names and statistics can be surely known about the past"
(Rio Grande, p. 293). Moreover, Fergusson asserts that, paradoxically, fiction is history and history is fiction. In his view, "a good
realistic novel, it has been said, is history that might have happened, and the same is very largely true of a good history" (Rio
Grande, p. 293).
Having stated Fergusson's intentions and assumptions this broadly,
let us now look a bit more specifically at the persona, the ethnocentric attitudes and values, the substantive and stylistic voices,
and the architectonics of Fergusson as novelist-historian in Rio
Grande. That the scope and arrangement of the history is panoramic and chronological is obvious. In a dozen chapters Fergusson
begins with a description of the country, the land, and the river
as they exist unto themselves, and then he moves swiftly to the
intersection of the river with human history. He devotes one chapter to the Pueblo Indians (he names them more metaphorically
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"the dancing builders"); two chapters to the Spanish "explorers"
and "conquerors" by which designation he includes both Spanish
soldiers and Franciscan clergy; one chapter to the Mexican-American "ricos" and "paisanos" of the lower and upper river valley (he
labels them "the right people" and "the men of the soil" respectively); one chapter is allotted to the mountain men; another to the
traders and "prairie" men like Josiah Gregg; one chapter to the
"revolutionist," Manuel Armijo; one chapter to "the man of God,"
Lamy; one chapter to "longhorns and six shooters" that is devoted
primarily to Elfego Baca; and a concluding chapter to "old town
and new," a kind of generic, representative place caught up in the
throes of welcoming the railroad, "progress" and its own future
(clearly the town of Albuquerque).
Thus the body of the book is oriented toward history as biography, history as key individuals who, although representative of
a type, also loomed larger than their type. The first and last chapters
frame Fergusson's predilection for history as humanity by contrasting history as geography, flora, fauna-and as a town, as something
man-made. Taken all in all, his scope is not really as large as the
title of his book or his metaphorically comprehensive chapter titles
would seem to suggest. By contrast, Horgan's canvas upon which
he paints his panorama of history and humanity along the Rio
Grande is much larger. He is decidedly right in observing that
Fergusson's '''territory' of the R[io] G[rande] is very small compared
to the whole course as treated in G[reat] R[iver]. "13 Just as apparent, however, is Horgan's tendency to write history as biography,
to stress the difference that great people made on the great river.
It is also assumed in Rio Grande, in a kind of "wave of the future"
way, that it is inevitable (and appropriate) for American Indians to
relinquish their world to the Spanish and for Spaniards to relinquish
their dominion to Mexican-Americans and subsequently AngloAmericans. Such assumptions, although seen as decidedly ethnocentric today, are present in a kind of matter of fact, "that's just
the way it was" historical scheme. The Indian is viewed as collective
mind and motive with individualism and "democracy" appearing
fullblown only with the Anglo-Americans-first with the mountain
men and then with the traders and, subsequently, the cowboys,
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outlaws, and the rising middle-class of western settlement. As William T. Pilkington says in his study of Fergusson, insofar as "the
materials in Rio Grande are structured around a single paraphrasable theme," it is found in Fergusson's own statement early in Rio
Grande, that "the character of a country is the destiny of its peo"14
.'
PIe.
What I have described as Fergusson's matter-of-fact acceptance
of the coming of three different world views to the Rio Grande and
their phased interaction with its geographiqal permanence, Pilkington sees as part of Fergusson's ambivalence toward the primitive
and the modern. And James K. Folsom in his study of Fergusson,
which chooses primarily to view Rio Grande as confirmation of
Fergusson's understanding of southwestern' history as utilized in
his fiction, insists that "Rio Grande does not give a teleological
view of history in which the past adds up to the glamorous present. "15 But there is evidence, particularly in Fergusson's exuberance for the mountain man as a harbinger of Anglo individualism
and reckless progress; in Josiah Gregg as a man of action nicely
balanced with the man of mind; and in the reckless courage of a
folk-hero like Elfego Baca-there is evidence in all of these and
other instances that Fergusson identified most closely with modern
man and times. And although Horgan's historical heroes, given his
different, more refined temperament, are more generally soldiers
and military men-from Onate to Stephen Watts Kearny to General
Pershing-and priests, especially one like Lamy, Horgan, too, was
fascinated by the individualism of men like Josiah Gregg and the
brand of Anglo-American progress Gregg ushered in over the prairies and along the Santa Fe Trail.
Insofar as Fergusson's ethnocentric assumptions about the primacy of Anglo-American history are part of his legacy, Rio Grande
can be read today as a controversial and racially divisive book.
Maxwell Anderson, in an early response to Fergusson's account of
New Mexico as a state for shifting cultural dominance, took it all
in his stride and accommodated Anglo-American encroachments
into New Mexico this way:
Something was lost here that will never be regained. Something is
always lost when young barbarians trample the temples and relics
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of an older race, but since it was our culture that won we cannot
bring ourselves to take the matter too much to heart. The lands of
the earth, whether we like the code or not, belong to those who
can take them. 16

Arthur G. Pettit, writing thirty years later in the wake of the
civil rights struggles of the 1960s, believes that Fergusson's "philosophical stance" in his historical novels was too severe, particularly
in regard to the ricas and what Pettit calls the "fall of the New
Mexican great house." Stopping short of labeling Fergusson's history "racist," Pettit offers a qualified concession and protest:
It is certainly true that he [Fergusson] did not possess the deep

sympathy for the New Mexican people that other (and lesser) Southwestern writers have displayed in recent years. Fergusson was concerned primarily with the special gifts of the Anglo-Saxon race as
he saw them, and only secondarily with the defects of the New
Mexican ricos as he saw them .... Nowhere in Fergusson's writing
does he seem aware that when the Hispanos became Anglicized,
they might-as they in fact did--eompete on an equal basis with
the Anglo-Americans. 17

Compounding the legacy of Fergusson's ethnocentricity as a historian' today, is the certainty that Rio Grande, if read by anyone
(male or female) with any sensitivity to feminist values, would sense
what ean only be called Fergusson's male chauvinism and his machismo preoccupation with the alleged sexual predilections of native
Amertcan and Hispanic women for Anglo males. Cecil Robinson
says,~.ore or less in passing, that "Harvey Fergusson in his novels
and i the cultural history Rio Grande has devoted a good deal of
space to examining patterns of sexuality among the Mexican aristocrats of the Rio Grande valley during the period of the dominion
of the big house."18 But Fergusson's interest in what Robinson
euphemistically calls "patterns of sexuality," accumulates to the
point that the reader senses almost an obsession with an eroticism
that at times borders on the tasteless.
What begins, in the first instance, as a kind of anthropological
exposition on "the masked dances of initiation and phallic worship"
of the Pueblo Indians and what Fergusson calls their "grotesque
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humor of primitive eroticism" (p. 14), soon verges on outright titillation. Witness this account of Estevan's alleged appeal to native
women: "There is a hint that Estevan had a way with the Indian
women which was not altogether in accord with religious teachings
and that the Friar [Marcos] thought he could expound salvation
better while the negro was somewhere else" (p. 32). Also note this
account of Estevan's acquisition of goods and concubines:
At each village the people gave the negro food and shelter and from
each village some of them followed him to the next. He soon found
that they would deny him nothing he wanted and for the glory of
God he began gathering up everything that looked valuable to himchiefly turquoise and other semi-precious stones. Then he began
also gathering women. These Mexican Indians are all polygamous
and have never been celebrated for chastity so that perhaps it was
not hard for Estevan to acquire concubines. Soon he was choosing
the best-looking girls in every village and adding them to his retinue.... (p. 35).

In his review of Rio Grande for the Yale Review, Horgan, who
evidences some of Fergusson's same ethnocentric assumptions about
history in Great River, dwelt on the design of the book. He described this design as "a panorama of the different sorts oflife that
have been in the Southwest," but one that gains its focus and
continuity not so much from changing cultural and temporal order
but from the permanence of the land: "Change came so often in
so short a period over the same land that the only stability is the
land itself, which despite its seasonal furors, retains its constant
quality, something challenging and wonderful to people's eyes, and
something always impressive to their minds when they find out
what sort of thing the land has known from previous peoples. "19
Much of Fergusson's ethos as an Anglo observer and historian
comes from his identification of himself as a New Mexico native, a
person who experienced the old remnants of the history about
which he writes and the newer inroads ofAnglo-American progress
everywhere about him. Thus there is a certain marginality about
the way he dramatizes himself in Rio Grande. He frequently speaks
of hiking and camping throughout the state; about the interviews
he has conducted; about real and apocryphal anecdotes (many of
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them jokes and humorous accounts bordering on the tall tale). And
he demonstrates, in tandem, his wide reading and research on New
Mexico history. Furthermore, his authoritativeness with his intended audience is enhanced by his genealogy; by the at once
disguised and announced fact that his father, H. B. Fergusson, who
came as a southern gentleman and attorney to the rough and tough
mining town of White Oaks, made his way to Albuquerque and a
highly respectable marriage into the family of Franz Huning, an
illustrious pioneer trader and settler in his own right and an individual with whom Harvey Fergusson identified much more than
he did with his father
Many of the reviewers who first greeted Rio Grande recognized
this authorial presence in the work and, in effect, hailed it as a
kind of autobiography about growing up in an exotic and far away
land. This stylistic and rhetorical stance is underscored by Fergusson's writing to an apparently eastern audience by introducing
them to a sort of strange and neglected part of their own American
history.20 Nowhere is this kind of "exoticism" better represented in
Rio Grande than in Fergusson's rendering of his impressions of
Penitente ritual. As such, his pages on the Penitentes serve as
representative of his methodology and persona as a native-son novelist-historian. An author who had climbed Wheeler Peak and Taos
mountain and found his way to sacred Blue Lake; gone swimming
in the Rio Grande almost daily as a youth; hunted along its banks
for waterfowl; fished it and its tributaries; boated down it· alone
and, in one particularly memorable trip, with his brother-such
an author who, born to a state he had explored on his own, must
be heeded by the uninitiated when he tells of his own experience
with the secrets of "la Hermandad de los Penitentes."
Virtually all of one chapter, "The Men of the Soil," is devoted to
the Penitentes. Fergusson begins by orienting the reader first to
the highway between Taos and Santa Fe and then to a shorter,
almost impassable road that cuts across the mountains and flattens
out as it leads to the river through the villages of Chimayo, Cordova,
Truchas, Trampas, Chamisal, and Pefiasc(}-"each town with a singing name sits beside its singing water," as he phrases it. Here the
men of the soil have settled. They are not regarded as "Americans"
by Fergusson who says, ironically, that "few Americans have ever
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gained a foothold in this region" (p, 106), for it is viewed as a place
and way of life out of a static, past century in New Mexico history,
With the same kind of descriptive talents he uses as a novelist,
Fergusson sets the scene for his own mini-drama, his own personal
intrusion into that time-frozen and idyllic spot of history, In his
type of "socio-historical" account, setting and atmosphere are crucial. Here is part of his picturesque prose painting, his own version
of "New Mexico baroque":
Mountains shelter the past. In their arable crannies human life
catches and clings like ore in the rock. Mountains check both expansion and invasion, the two great agents of change.... Most of
the villages still are compact clusters of earthen houses, gathered
together originally for protection, with their fields spread about
them, the wooded mountains rolling up toward the peaks on one
side, falling away to the river on the other. Almost every house has
still its conical adobe oven outside the door and in the fall the walls
are hung, as always, with scarlet strings of drying chile. The widehatted men and the black-shawled women are figures little changed.
And here is an atmosphere, too, that belongs unmistakably to another age, before' hurry began or machinery was invented. It is
profoundly quiet but with a quiet that never seems dead. One gets
from the faces and movements of the people and from their voices
an impression of indolent vitality--of life that is never driven or
frantic as it is wherever machines set the pace and the hope of
progress an ever-receding goal [sic] (p. 107).

(The photographs of Alex Harris in Robert Coles's The Old Ones
a/New Mexico [1973] attempt to capture the spirit of northern New
Mexico reflected in the faces of these same people Fergusson describes, as do Coles's own "portraits" like "Una Anciana.")
Musing about the historical significance of such people, Fergusson shifts to a cultural and racial context whereby he identifies
. these people as the only true peasants within the borders of the
United States, people in which-as he describes it-"the blood of
an ancient European peasantry mingles with that of sedentary Indians." And he contrasts them with the "American farmer," with
men of the Anglo-Saxon breed who as wanderers and exploiters

A human skull occupied the center of the altar. Courtesy of the author.
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have always "despised" people like these who draw their very identity from their closeness with the soil. But to these "men of the
soil" Fergusson speculates the whole future of all Latin America
belongs. It is in such an interpretation that Fergusson's "ambivalence" toward Anglo-American progress is sensed even though the
reader knows, on balance, Fergusson approves and is a part of that
Anglo-American progress that, by implication, might one day collide with the endurance of the Latin American peasantry.
Relying on the accounts of Josiah Gregg; James W. Abert and
Frank M. Edwards, who,was
one of Kearny's volunteers, Fergusson
l
outlines the corruption among the priesthood during "that dark
period after the pioneering Franciscan friars had left and before
the reforms of Bishop Lamy ... " (p. 110). Forced by unwarranted
demands and outright exploitation by the priesthood and the ricos,
the "men of the soil" were forced to live as they could, at times
outside both the laws of the church and existing government. Thus
the causality of Penitente ritualized flagellation, outside the sanction of the church, is explained by Fergusson as a natural response
to a more worldly persecution: "Overtaxed by the padres he [the
P~nitente/paisano] dispensed with their services when he could
not afford them, keeping still intact his own faith, which was always
a graft of Catholic dogma and ritual upon a primitive idolatry and
drew its strength more from earth than from heaven" (p. 113).
Fergusson continues to build to his own experience with Penitente ritual through several paragraphs of social history related to
food and entertainment and, again, the "sexual patterns" of the
paisano, all of which are contrasted in what today seems irksome
and ethnocentric. The paisano's is considered a culture of othersmuch different than that of the Anglo historian and his Anglo audience. Note this instance of editorializing on Fergusson's part:
All Latin Americans love ceremony and ritual and among them the
established forms of human conduct seem never to go dead as they
do among us where formality is almost a synonym for dullness and
spontaneous joy in generally a violent smashing of traditional restraints (p. 114).
Or take this sweeping generalization: "It is an apparent contradiction in the character of the common Mexican that he may be the
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most proudly independent of men or the most servile" (p. 115).
Caught up in what seems not only biased but totally digressive,
Fergusson continues to make pronouncements disguised as generalized truths about so-called "Mexican" and "American" relations
in the contemporary world of the 1930s:
Unless he has been too much corrupted by contact with the Americanos he will often refuse payment for his hospitality though nothing
[sic] averse to accepting suitable gifts. But if you hire a Mexican to
work for you he is likely to regard you as a potential source of all
things needed and to become a somewhat importunate solicitor of
favors. Give him half a chance and he will get himself into your
debt and stay there. In a word, he will relapse into peonage....
Both political and economic life in New Mexico still suffer from his
instinctive love of a feudal relationship to some leader (p. 116).
Needless to say, such speculation is part of a legacy of historical
interpretation rightfully discounted today. Today, a more congenial
interpretation of those who belonged to the Penitente brotherhood
is one like that of Sabine R. Ulibarri who in his wonderful cuentos
of northern New Mexico speaks with pride about the character and
contribution of his people:
Now older and wiser, I contemplate the panorama of the past in
astonishment and I can see the tremendous importance that the
presence of the Penitentes had on the history of our people. If we
pull them out, forget or ignore the Penitentes, the historical picture
of New Mexico crumbles. 21
This is not to say that Fergusson failed' to recognize the Penitentes
as significant in New Mexico history. His appraisal is not as categorically positive as Ulibarri's. For Fergusson, theirs was a faith
that allowed "New Mexicans [to remain] devout while the priests
robbed them of the rites of marriage, of baptism and even of burial
from the Church"; in all, the Penitente brotherhood, according to
Fergusson, "was the flower of a spiritual integrity which had its
roots, lower and deeper than those of any church, in an ancient
sacrifice of blood, in the ecstatic acceptance of pain and death" (p.
118).

GISH: HARVEY FERGUSSON'S RIO GRANDE

189

One recent commentator believes that "the 'darker' impression
of the morada chapels is best expressed by Harvey Fergusson in
Rio Grande. "22 Insofar as this is true it is partly attributable to the
perspective of wonder and fear occasioned by childhood. For it is
from the point of view of a child's memories recounted that Fergusson dramatizes his eyewitness account oC,Penitente ritual.
Fergusson first saw the Penitentes in 1903 when he was thirteen.
And he testifies that it is from a "pop-eyed" account that he went
home to write immediately after the experience that h€1 says he
"paraphrases" in Rio Grande. All in all, it has the flavor of a boyhood
trip into the past, the log of a mysterious "time-machine" traveler.
As such, he indulges his novelistic flair, stressing while he does his
physical sensations, the response of his body, like the Penitentes,
to pleasure and pain:
What I remember best is the all-night ride in the bitter March
weather with freezing hands and feet. The wind had piled tumble
weeds along the road and every few miles we would touch a match
to a pile of these and warm ourselves at a brief flare that lit the
mountains, still patched with snow, and made a dance of shadows
among cedar brush and boulders. I remember dawn-light shining
on an adobe town and a breakfast of crackers and cheese in a little
store and then excited Mexicans coming to tell that the Penitentes
were marching to the graveyard (p. 120).
As an occupant of many car-loads of what he calls "penitentehunters," tourists in search of alien sights, Fergusson spends three
full pages describing the naked and gashed backs of the twelve
men who whipped and chanted their way, covered with blood to
their very heels, down a hill to a small graveyard where they knelt
before a wooden cross, and then returned, marching in slow order,
to the tempo of their own blood-drenched whips, back up the hill
to their morada. Fergusson, bare-headed (in contrast to the blackcapped Penitentes), along with his eager companions-four or five
other boys-followed the procession up the hill and entered the
chapel. What he saw would rivet the attention of any boy:
The smoky lantern hung from the middle of the roof and two candles
lit an altar at the far end. It was draped and curtained in black and
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a human skull occupied its very center. Not the cross, but the skull
and cross bones were embroidered or painted in white on the black
altar cloth (p. 121).

It was a shrine of death, heightened in its horror for him because
of the secret room at the back of the chapel where no one but
members could enter. But Fergusson says he was close enough to
touch "the bloody flesh of their bared backs" (p. 121). The small
black figure before the altar became animated, transformed before
his very eyes and ghostlike, "rose and became a man, certainly less
than five feet tall, in a black robe with a horsehair rope about his
middle" (p. 121). Fergusson reports that the small man (almost a
creature of unearthly dimension in the description) spoke briefly
in Spanish, after which all the Penitentes filed out of the chapel
and began their reenactment of the ascent to Calvary. In that pageantry, which Fergusson typifies as the death of Christ "amid
pandemonium and lamentation," is found the dramatic climax not
just to the ceremony but the author's description of it, for in one
action-filled frenetic paragraph the startled and agonizing motion
and sound of mock crucifixion is presented. That one scene is a
masterwork of the convergence of character, plot, and setting-the
fictions, if you will-of a historian. Never content merely to describe and always seeking to reconcile his own experiences with
larger more philosophical interpretations, Fergusson, very much
in the retrospect of adulthood, draws his own kind of allegorical
meanings from his encounter with the Penitente brotherhood. What
he first saw as alien to his own youth and culture he next attempts
to synthesize, to universalize. And whether one agrees with his
conclusions, whether one sees his descriptions as truthful or distorted (as most perceptions are), the reader must applaud Fergusson's reverence-and that is not too great a word in context-for
the lessons of history, and the overall legacy of New Mexico and
the Rio Grande, which tends to function, ultimately, as a metaphor,
not merely for New Mexico but for the larger Southwest. Nowhere
is Fergusson more incisive and more worth listening to than in a
conclusion such as this:
The Penitentes were only a delightful horror then. It is the diversities of life that strike us first. Time reveals the unities, bringing a
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sort of comprehension for anything men may do. Those whips laid
on bloody backs now seem only a brutal and forthright form of the
discipline which every man must lay upon himself-symbols of the
guilt and fear which are the penalties of human consciousness (p.
123).

If this is an example of what a reader like Stanley Walker objects
to as the babbling to which New Mexico writers succumb when
struck by the virus of "New Mexico baroque," then Fergusson is
guilty of nothing more than trying to express in language what is
finally inexpressible. There is, admittedly, much in Rio Grande
that has the ring of sound lacking sense; passages, pages, even
chapters, that might well be assessed as "pretty" but not "good
history." And if Rio Grande's final legacy is an ethnocentric one
that today seems flawed to the point of boorishness, one need only
ponder what our conception of New Mexico's past and our larger
national and human pasts would be if not written as they were
seen, cultural biases notwithstanding. In Rio Grande as in his other
works of history and fiction, Harvey Fergusson wrote from his heart
and his mind the best he could about a process and a place so
wondrous, so spectacular as to provide a continuing legacy for us
all.
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THE VIEW FROM THE GREAT VILLAGE TOWARDS
THE RISING SUN: A REVIEW ESSAY

WILLIAM T. HAGAN

THE GREAT FATHER: THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN
INDIANS. By Francis Paul Prucha. 2 vols. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1984. Pp. xxxii, 1302. Illus., maps, notes, bibliog., index. $60.00
IN APUBLISHING CAREER that spans three decades, Francis Paul Prucha has written
or edited a dozen and a half books relating to United States Indian policy. In the
process he has become the authority most frequently cited by his fellow historians.
The Great Father is both his summary statement for the period from 1783 to
1910, which has been his principal interest, and his first major venture into the
more recent past. It is a detailed survey in two volumes, with 1880 serving as
the breaking point. After a discussion of the colonial period to set the stage,
Prucha divides the main body of his study into ten parts, each prefaced by an
introduction. The arrangement is generally chronological, and the text is supported by excellent maps, a good variety of illustrations, and helpful tables.
Prucha has delved into a wide range of sources, although the principal ones
employed are printed documents generated by the executive and legislative branches,
particularly the reports of the commissioners of Indian affairs and of congressional
committees. For volume one and the first one hundred pages of volume two, he
has drawn heavily on his own writings. On occasion, as much as four or five pages
of earlier articles or books are incorporated with only slight editorial changes. In
a typical situation, the first page of such a chapter will carry a footnote advising
the reader of the earlier Prucha work being incorporated. More recent scholarship
by others also is cited in the footnotes, and Prucha's grasp of the literature is
impressive. This should come as no surprise, however, as he has compiled the
best bibliography on Indian-white relations. For years people will be mining his
footnotes in The Great Father for references to material that space limitations did
not permit him to treat in these volumes.
All of Prucha's work, and this is no exception, has been characterized by careful
and thorough research presented in lucid, cool prose. In the preface of an earlier
book, Prucha declared his intention to avoid dogmatism even at the cost of color
and drama in his presentation. He has not deviated from that commitment, nor
0028-6206/85/0400-0400-0193 $.40
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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has he been reluctant to take unpopular stands. A case in point is his balanced
view of the Indian policy of President Andrew Jackson, repeated here. When it
was first offered at the height ofIndian activism and pro-Indian feeling, this thesis
earned Prucha a degree of notoriety among the Native Americans and their more
uncritical supporters.
Prucha's principal interest has always been the formulation ofgovernment policy
and its administration in Washington, rather than its implementation among Indians. This work is no exception, and he states this unequivocally in his preface:
"I concentrate on the history of federal Indian policy and do not treat in detail
the history of the Indian communities" (p. xxix). He defends this decision on the
ground that "the great diversity of Indian groups and of individual responses
within those groups" (p. xxix), makes it impractical to try to combine the two
approaches. Moreover, he points out'that the prime mover in Indian-white relations "has been the policy determined by the white government, not the wishes
of the Indians" (p. xxviii).
There is obvious merit in this position. Nevertheless, Prucha's view will be
disputed by other scholars, particularly those who have done conventional tribal
histories and have recorded the evolution of Indian people from proud independence to demoralized dependence as a result of these government policies. Even
in this study there seems to be a subtle change in tone between the material
before and after 1910, The sections on the earlier era seem to reflect more fully
Prucha's belief that, "These officials . . . sought to treat the Indians honorably,
even though they acted within a set of circumstances that rested on the premise
that white society would prevail" (p. xxviii). These also are the sections of the
work most firmly based on Prucha's research.
In line with the concentration on the view from Washington, government officials are given ample space to explain and defend their policies. The quotations
from the reports of commissioners ofIndian affairs and other officials are numerous
and generally optimistic in tone, although the trend of events for the Indians
themselves was generally dismal. The civilization plans and the hopes of the white
friends of the Indian also are clearly delineated, but somehow we lose track of
how little was being accomplished,
Prucha's handling of Indian treaties is symptomatic of the approach with which
some may feel uncomfortable. In a section dealing with treaties negotiated with
the Indians of California, Prucha made an accurate observation: "There was little
indication in them that two sovereign equals were negotiating, . . . the treaties
were the vehicle chosen to accomplish what the United States government wanted
as it reacted to cries from western settlers and to the philosophi'cal principles
dominant in government circles" (p. 401). This might have been said of most
Indian treaties, but the overall impression left with the reader is that the typical
negotiation was somehow a bargain struck between equals. In this connection,
Prucha does note the influence exerted on treaty negotiations by traders and
interpreters. But he does not give the attention some would desire to the government's sometime employment of threats of force to secure certain treaty provisions, and its use of bribes to manipulate mixed bloods, chiefs, and headmen
to the same end.
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A common clause in these treaties was the provision for annuities to be paid
the Indians. Prucha refers to these as a government "dole" (p. 333) and as a
"bounty of the government" (p. 309). As annuities usually were part of the payment
tribes received for the surrender of land, references to annuities as doles or
bounties are misleading. Prucha also describes these annuities as often being the
cause of Indian drunkenness and indolence. As they were usually paid only once
a yeai-, the annuities were probably less responsible for these deplorable conditions
than the influx of settlers that helped diminish the game supply upon which the
Indians depended and brought them freer access to liquor.
A section devoted to the techniques employed by Gov. William Henry Harrison
in his many treaty negotiations with midwestern tribes might have been helpful
in illustrating the real character of the treaty process. But even when presenting
evidence of less than exemplary conduct of government officials, Prucha manages
to keep his indignation under control. For example, he quotes President Thomas
Jefferson's notorious advice to Governor Harrison on the advantage of getting
chiefs in debt to government factories because it disposed them to be less resistant
to ceding land to the United States. However, this passage is part of a larger
quotation and is not singled out for the attention some might argue that it deserves.
While there may be some unhappiness with Prucha's emphases in the first
volume, throughout he demonstrates considerable talent for synthesis. This is
particularly apparent in his treatment of the,period since 1900, one that, with
the exception of the Indian New Deal, has not received the attention scholars
have lavished on the nineteenth century. His summaries of health and education
programs, for example, are very helpful, and the section on sovereignty and tribal
jurisdiction is a model of clarity in dealing with a complex subject.
Although two centuries of government policy are covered and in a detail no
other historian has attempted in a survey, Prucha maintains a clear thread of
continuity. He says that doing this type of study has enabled him to see continuity
that had not been so obvious when he was concentrating on segments of the
entire period.
The title, The Great Father, was selected by Prucha to emphasize the most
prevalent theme, and that will possibly be one of the more controversial positions
he has taken. This relates to the inherent conflict between the principles of selfdetermination and tribai sovereignty on the one hand, and the continuation of
trusteeship on the other.' He credits John Collier's Indian New Deal, whatever
may have been its other failings, with laying the groundwork for the current
acceptance of tribal self-determination as right and proper. But he also recognizes
the paradox that results from Indians claiming self-determination as an inherent
right while they insist that the government's trust responsibility to them involves
provision of health and other services to Indians in perpetuity. Prucha might have
made his point even more convincing by an analysis of treaty content with regard
to the time limitations imposed on services to be provided by the government.
Despite the inevitable differences as to what should be emphasized in a work
of this nature, Prucha's real accomplishment must be recognized. Probably no
one else was better prepared for such an ambitious undertaking, and few scholars
in the field even would have had the temerity to attempt it on this scale. The
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result has been the most detailed study to date of United States Indian policy,
and if you do not like his particular interpretation of a topic, or wish further
information on it, you need only to consult Prucha's footnotes for abundant references to primary sources and the secondary literature. For many years to come,
The Great Father will be the point of departure for all those embarking on research
projects in the history of government Indian policy.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Karl M. Schmitt's review of Latin American Populism in Comparative Perspective [NMHR 58 (April 1983): 204-6] warrants a reply. His evaluation of the
volume is itself "uneven in quality," especially with regard to the chapter by
Allison Blakely.
Blakely characterized populism in tsarist Russia as of the same genus but of a
separate species from the others in the volume. To highlight the potential for
comparison, he defined populism according to recent Russian historiography as
well as in the broader context of Marxism.
Schmitt's denial that the S-R party was populist overlooks the intent of the
volume, which was to include a variant that was socialist and in part violent and
revolutionary. Schmitt also underestimates the party's popularity. Blakely made
abundantly clear that the Duma, provisional government, and Constituent Assembly elections revealed the S-R party to be very popular. Schmitt also overlooked such figures as Gregory Gershuni when he claimed that the party had no
charismatic leaders.
We would urge your reviewers to check their assertions more carefully in the
future.

University of New Mexico
Howard University

Michael Conniff
Allison Blakely

BOOK NOTES
Among recent publications of interest is A Southwestern Vocabulary: The Words
They Used by Cornelius C. Smith, Jr. (Arthur H. Clark Company, cloth $19.50).
Smith, author of several books on the Southwest, carried on a project begun by
his father, who had served in the region as an army officer. The book consists of
sections on Spanish, Anglo, military, and Indian words and includes a guide to
pronunciation as well as a bibliography and index. Smith shows the origins of
terms ranging from "abrazo" to "dogie" to "shavetail" and to "tizwin." The result
is a useful companion for Ramon F. Adams's Western Words.

Coin of the Realm: An Introduction to Numismatics by James E. Spaulding
(Nelson-Hall Publishers, cloth $35.95) is of much broader interest. Spaulding
describes the uses of coins, metals used, types of coins, how coins are struck,
and how they are dated by scholars. This well illustrated book deals with ancient,
medieval, and modern coins. Spaulding provides a good introduction to numismatics and includes some discussion of Spanish coins.
Also broad in scope is The Promises of Love in the West, a little book by Margaret
Fisher (American Studies Press, Tampa, Florida, paper $5.00). Fisher, who was
born in Texas, recently retired as dean ofwomen at the University of South Florida,
and the book is an expanded version of lectures given at the Tampa Museum. It
is a collection of nine short essays about life and people in a number of different
Wests, the west of Ohio, of New Harmony, Indiana, of the overland trail, and of
California.
Of more immediate interest to New Mexicans is A Place of Her Own: The Story
of Elizabeth Garrett by Ruth K. Hall (Sunstone Press, Santa Fe, paper $8.95).
Based largely on recollections of family and friends, this book is intended for
young readers. It is a biography; it also is a story of courage. Elizabeth, who was
blind from birth, was the daughter of Pat Garrett and also was the composer of
the state song along with many other compositions. The book also provides insights
into life in the Southwest in the early twentieth century.

Book Reviews

AMERICAN INDIAN POLICY. By Theodore W. Taylor. Mt. Airy, Md.: Lomond
Publications, 1983. Pp. vii, 230. Maps, charts, appendixes, index. $14.95.
THIS BRIEF VOLUME is not intended to provide yet another historical survey of
federal Indian policy, but rather to serve as a sourcebook on the organizations,
individuals, and programs that currently work to influence the decision-making
processes of Indian administration in the United States. Beyond cataloging the
various federal, state, and local governmental agencies that provide services to
Native Americans and the major Indian interest groups such as the National
Congress of American Indians and the Council of Energy Resource Tribes, the
author presents case studies of several recent policy issues that serve to illustrate
the multilevel interaction that takes place in formulating decisions. These controversies include the Alaska, Maine, and Black Hills land claims cases; the western Washington fishing rights confrontation, and the three most important Indian
protest demonstrations of the 1970s: The Trail of Broken Treaties (1971), Wounded
Knee (1973), and The Longest Walk (1978).
Theodore W. Taylor brings to this subject the perspective of an experienced
and knowledgeable insider. He is now retired from a distinguished thirty-sevenyear career in government service, during which he served as deputy commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). He also earned a doctorate in public
administration at Harvard University, where he wrote his dissertation on the
regional organization of the BIA. In 1972, he wrote The States and Their Indian
Citizens, a widely used sourcebook on Native American communities.
.
In this new book, Taylor draws on his experiences and personal contacts with
major participants to supplement his documentary sources. Although he devotes
only four pages to the activities of the BIA, he has a separate work in progress
that will examine that agency in detail. In a concluding chapter he shares his
observations regarding future options open to Indian policy makers.
Unfortunately, this volume could have used a more fastidious editor to ameliorate some of the faulty syntax, colloquial or bureaucratic word usage, irregular
citations, and too frequent use of colons and block quotations. In this regard, one
wonders why Dr. Taylor did not seek out a better-known publisher who might
have done more justice to his manuscript.
These cavils aside, the author has provided a great service to the majority of
those participants in and observers of the complex game of Indian affairs who
have long needed a program like this one to identify the players.

Bureau of Indian Affairs

MICHAEL L. LAWSON
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THE ROOTS OF DEPENDENCY: SUBSISTENCE, ENVIRONMENT, AND SOCIAL CHANGE
AMONG THE CHOCTAWS, PAWNEES, AND NAVAJOS. By Richard White. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1983. Pp. xix, 433. Bibliog., index, maps, tables.
$26.50.
THIS BOOK IS ONE OF THE MOST ACCLAIMED studies of Indian history in recent
years. The book's reputation largely rests upon White's application of the dependency theory, an approach originally devised to study third-world-nations and
the "process by which [these] peripheral regions are incorporated into the global
capitalism system and the 'structural distortions'-political, economic, and socialthat result in these societies" (p. xvi). White has adapted this methodology to
Indian history and added still another "structural distortion," the ecological changes
that followed white contact.
The three Indian groups to which White applies the dependency model were
notably diverse in geographic environment, culture, organization, and reactions
to white intrusion. The Choctaws were a southern tribe that subsisted by farming
and hunting. Although significantly influenced by the French and British after
1700, Choctaw diplomacy maintained tribal independence until after 1763 when
they came firmly under British (and later American) economic and political influences, largely because of the liquor trade. The Pawnees of present Nebraska and
Kansas utilized a mixed subsistence of farming and hunting in the three local ecosystems of river valleys, tall-grass prairies, and mixed-grass plains. Meaningful
contacts with whites began in the 1720s, but the Pawnees remained independent
until the 1830s when they fell victim to incursions by the Teton Sioux, severe
epidemics, and whites' failure to fulfill promised protections. The Navajos, a desert
people, had their first white contacts during the early Spanish settlement of New
Mexico. Many problems followed, including raids and counter raids in the Spanish
period, a military conquest and exile by the Americans, and many decades of
reservation life. Despite their troubles, Navajos warded off dependency, according
to White, until the 1930s, when federal livestock reductions destroyed their
pastoral subsistence and forced them into reliance on relief and off-reservation
wage work.
This bare, factual outline of White's contents gives little indication of his perceptiveness and proclivity for analysis, ideas, and interpretations. Unlike some
of the history profession's cerebral practitioners, however, White does not slight
research. Indeed, Roots of Dependency shows a wide reading in anthropology,
history, ecology, and economics, as well as an impressive use of government
documents and various manuscript collections.
Despite the strengths of his treatment, White's application of the dependency
theory is not flawless. He pinpoints the stage of dependency to rather narrOw
periods of tribal history and depicts it in absolute terms. While White, for example,
attributes Navajo dependency almost solely to the New Deal livestock reductions,
one could argue a very strong case that the tribe had become dependent before
the 1930s in response to the development of trading in previous decades. Seen
in this light, the livestock reductions were an ill-fated attempt to rescue Navajos
from an existing "structural distortion." Moreover, White's depiction of Navajo

BOOK REVIEWS

201

dependency seems too clearcut and stark. It is difficult to reconcile his discussion
with Peter Iverson's recent study that stresses the achievement of Navajo nationhood since the 1930s. All this may point up an inherent problem of models
generally. Scholars who use this approach perhaps unconsciously carry preconceptions into their research and seize upon data that verifies their position. The
danger is particularly apparent with the Navajos where the information is complex,
often contradictory, and always vast.
Despite the misgivings of this reviewer, White has produced an important work.
He has demonstrated parti.cularly that the dependency theory offers fresh insights
and a much more comprehensive perspective than most approaches to Indian
history. Scholars would do well now to move on to the task of applying White's
pioneering study to other topics in the field.

Purdue University

DONALD L. PARMAN

YAQUI RESISTANCE AND SURVIVAL: THE STRUGGLE FOR LAND AND AUTONOMY,
1821-1910. By Evelyn Hu-DeHart. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
1984. Pp. 400. Maps, notes, bibliog., index. $27.50.
THE LONG AND OFTEN FEROCIOUS STRUGGLE of Mexico's Yaqui Indians to defend
their tribal territory and cultural identity against the onslaught of political powerbrokers and aggressive entrepreneurs determined to absorb their land, labor,
and loyalty is movingly chronicled in this scholarly study by Professor Evelyn
Hu-DeHart. While little that is new can be said about the nature and outcome
of the clash between traditional peoples and so-called modernizers, rarely has the
issue been so forcefully joined as it was in nineteenth-century Sonora. In that
northwestern desert state, life has always depended upon rare water resources.
The Yaquis from time immemorial had naturally settled along several of the few
river systems in the central-to-southern portions of the state. In the nineteenth
century, profit-minded agriculturists, Mexican and foreign, came to covet those
waters. They claimed that the Yaquis had to be assimilated or eliminated; the
Yaquis meant to stand their ground.
The issue was not nearly that clear cut, and although her sympathies may lie
with the Yaquis, Professor Hu-DeHart skillfully examines the nuances and contradictions in the drama she relates. By no means were all Yaquis actively involved
in defense of their rights and homeland. In fact, surprisingly few in the 1880s
and 1890s joined the most famous of the Yaqui resistance guerrilla leaders, Cajeme
and Tetabiate, in their stinging forays against the enemy. Many natives did assimilate with the largely mestizo dominant group or at least chose to become
laborers on the farms of the entrepreneurs, even though they sometimes lent
their rebel kinsmen protection and assistance. The Yaquis, in defense of their
civilization, displayed a good deal of pragmatism and opportunism, a point that
deserves further study beyond Professor Hu-DeHart's comments. They shifted
between contending political groups and, during the Revolution of 1910, between
competing armies with apparent alacrity, although it is not always clear why,
when, or with whom they made alliances.
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Nor were the capitalists blindly determined to remove or to exterminate the
Indians. Just the opposite; they needed Yaqui workers for their cash enterprises
and frequently complained to political authorities when they believed that the
police or army troops had unnecessarily repressed or too harshly treated their
labor supply. When the frustrated politicians briefly introduced an Indian removal
policy in 1902-the infamous and indiscriminate shipment of Yaquis to far-away
Yucatan-the farmers stridenty protested the policy and eventually helped to end
it.
The army's mission was to end active resistance, to pacify the Yaquis, and in
doing so they employed both "the carrot and the stick. "The soldiers did not always
lack compassion for the Indians, and military accounts that detail not only campaigns against the Yaquis, but also contain significant observations on Indian life,
are among the most valuable primary sources the author has consulted.
Professor Hu-DeHart skillfully weaves the threads of rebellion, pacification and
accommodation into the political and economic ambiance of the times. In an
epilogue for the twentieth century, she notes that the well-intentioned reform
program of President Lazaro Cardenas in 1937 led to a more complete Yaqui
integration with the increasingly overbearing social and economic system that
surrounded them. In light ofcurrent conditions and agricultural policies in Mexico,
Professor Hu-DeHart's pessimism certainly seems warranted.

San Diego State University

PAUL J. VANDERWOOD

TRADE AND EXCHANGE IN EARLY MESOAMERICA. Kenneth G. Hirth, ed. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. vii, 338. Illus., bibliog.,
index. $37.50.
ARCHAEOLOGISTS ARE FAIRLY WELL CONVINCED THAT trade and exchange were
deeply implicated in the development of Mesoamerican civilization. Their conviction stems, first of all, from the historical record. Eyewitness accounts from
the time of Spanish conquest report numerous forms of exchange that facilitated
the movement of goods and people. These included local market exchange, interregional trade, tribute collection, royal patronage, gift exchange, marriage
exchange, patterns of mutual migration, pilgrimage, and taking captives in war.
Exchange was so much a part of these historically known cultures of Mesoamerica
that it is impossible to imagine their operating without it. Then there is the
archaeological record. Exotic materials are common in prehistoric' contexts; the
presence of sting-ray spines in highland Oaxaca and obsidian in lowland Peten
provides solid evidence of exchange in ancient Mesoamerica. Exchange is also
indicated by the widespread distribution of broadly similar artifacts and symbolic
motifs. As Blanton et al. (Ancient Mesoamerica, 1981) have observed, Mesoamerica
as a culture area, defined by broadly shared patterns of behavior and thought,
must owe its existence to centuries of interaction and exchange within its borders.
Because of this importance, trade and exchange have been primary targets of
archaeological research. Trade and Exchange in Early Mesoamerica reports
on ten recent studies of exchange in Formative Mesoamerica, B.C. 1800 to A. D.
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100-300, with overviews provided by William T. Sanders and volume editor
Kenneth G. Hirth. Individually, the essays make fascinating reading. Together,
they are at first bewildering, but finally instructive.
Contributions by Charlton, Santley, and Spence discuss obsidian production
and export at Teotihuacan, while a paper by Clark and Lee examines obsidian
procurement and production in Chiapas. Two papers, one by Feinman, Blanton,
and Kowalewski and another by Winter, discuss market development in ancient
Oaxaca. The first relies primarily upon ceramic data; the second draws together
information on a number of different products. Papers by Hirth, Drennan and
Nowack, and Brown deal with Morelos, the Tehuacan Valley, and the Guatemala
and Quiche Valleys, respectively. Their focus is less upon the exchange of specific
commodities than the general level of interregional interaction as gauged by
stylistic affinities with neighboring regions. These three papers are also distinguished by their concern with regions generally considered peripheral to the "key
areas" of Mesoamerica, such as the Basin of Mexico and Oaxaca. Finally, a paper
by Cyphers Guillen discusses the evidence for elite intermarriage betwe~n Chalcatzinco, Morelos, and Gulf Coast settlements during the Middle Formative.
All these reports are individually coherent. Each poses a problem, presents
relevant data, and draws conclusions in an orderly fashion. But from one paper
to the next, research problems differ, geographical settings differ, the complexities
of prehistoric cultures differ, data gathering techniques differ, and, not surprisingly, conclusions differ. How can one make sense of ten different and quite
complicated statements about the structure and impact of Mesoamerican exchange? Gradually, the diversity becomes meaningful, however, thanks to the
insightful comments of several contributors. The diversity seems to indicate that
the consequences of exchange are variable, or as Hirth writes, "The importance
of trade varies situationally" (p. 146). Its impact is different depending upon local
ecology, demography, social complexity, types of goods exchanged, and the organization of exchange, to name some of the factors contributors cite.
In suggesting the absence of any single relationship between exchange and
cultunil complexity, this volume makes a major contribution. It encourages the
reader to avoid thinking of exchange as a single independent variable, to regard
it instead as a changeable relationship between two or more parties that, themselves, are subject to variation. If exchange is variable, then the task of generalizing
about it will be difficult. But books such as this, which yield a heightened sensitivity to the wide range of factors that determine the character of exchange,
must be counted as essential steps toward a better understanding.
Albion College

ELIZABETH M. BRUMFIEL

FORTS AND SUPPLIES; THE ROLE OF THE ARMY IN THE ECONOMY OF THE SOUTHWEST,
1846-1861. By Robert W. Frazer. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1983. Pp. x, 253. Illus., bibliog., index. $22.50.
BETWEEN AUGUST 1846, when Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny stationed units of the
Anpy of the West in New Mexico, and the outbreak of the Civil War, the military
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played a major role in the development of the sparsely populated, economically
backward territory. Designated Military Department No. 9 (later Military Department of New Mexico), the jurisdiction included all of present-day New Mexico,
much of Arizona, and remote sections of southern Colorado and far west Texas.
In his pioneering study, Forts and Supplies, Professor Robert Frazer describes
the economic impact of the military during these years. First, as the army established forts and removed the Indian threat, it encouraged settlement and promoted agriculture, ranching, and mining. Second, military purchases injected
specie into a subsistence economy and stimulated production.
Frazer approaches his topic chronologically. The first one-third of the text is
devoted to the occupation period (1846-48) and the replacement of volunteer
units by the regular army at the close of the Mexican War. Chapters that follow
focus on the "Economy Years" (1851-53) under Col. E. V. Sumner, stability and
expansion under Gen. John Garland (1853-58), and the reorganization of 1860
and the approach of the Civil War. In a final chapter, the author summarizes his
conclusions.
A major theme of Frazer's work is the army's quest for efficiency and economy.
The presence of some 3,000 American soldiers in New Mexico during the Mexican
War provided an economic incentive, and Americans flocked in to fill new jobs
created by the military or to act as middlemen providing goods and services.
Even when the war ended and troops were reduced to a handful of regulars, the
New Mexican economy benefitted. To reduce high freighting costs, the army
opened roads, looked to local markets for supplies, and encouraged agriculture
and stock raising. Although Sumner's obsession to economize nearly crippled the
army, Frazer credits him with establishing the pattern of military garrisons for
the remainder of the decade. During Garland's relatively long tenure (five years),
the department stabilized, and the army assumed a "normal role" in the New
Mexican economy. Competitive bidding regulated prices, and local production
responded to expanding military demands, until the approach of the Civil War
brought about far-reaching changes.
Frazer's knowledge is encyclopedic, and he offers a wealth of valuable detail
on the army's contribution to economic growth in the Southwest. Text and tables
meticulously describe fluctuations in demand, expenditures, prices, and wages;
increases in production; and the emergence of a civilian contracting system. A
particularly well-conceived section focuses on the Santa Fe Republican as a product, and mirror, of the army's impact during the occupation period. Other significant effects of army patronage are seen in the development of flour milling
and the inception of a saw mill industry, the growth of an Anglo merchant class,
and, arguably, the trickle down of government funds to the Hispanic American
population. Provocative, though not fully explored, are the financial investments
of army officers, particularly in mining. As the experience of Capt. Richard S.
Ewell at Fort Buchanan suggests, personal interests sometimes intruded on the
interests of the service.
Several flaws mar the book. The author's prose, unfortunately, is as cumbersome
and unwieldy as the military freight wagons that plied the Santa Fe Trail. Moreover, the chronological format, while showing change over time, occasion,ally
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breaks down and sometimes results in monotonous repetition. Finally, although
the author has delved deeply into primary documents, his secondary bibliography
is both dated and incomplete, especially for books and articles published since
1969.
But on the whole, pluses outweigh minuses. Professor Frazer has produced an
important study, which will be required reading for all students of the frontier
military. This book should stimulate further research into the army's economic
role in the western territories.

University of Arizona

BRUCE J. DINGES

THE UNITED STATES CAVALRY: AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY. By Gregory J. W.
Urwin. New York: Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 1984. Pp. 192. lIlus., index,
bibliog. $17.95.
IN THE UNITED STATES CAVALRY: AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY, author Gregory J.
W. Urwin has attempted to summarize the organization, campaigns, battles, and
personnel of the mounted arm from its Continental Army origins in 1775 through
its modernized Second World War roles. That is a tall order for a heavily illustrated
book of less than two hundred pages, and the author is less than successful in
filling it. The book is greatly improved, however, by the color plates of wellknown artist Lisle Reedstrom.
Illustrated histories are usually not intended to be scholarly works, and this
one is no exception. It is not annotated, and the bibliography is so skimpy as to
be useless. Urwin's writing, while still containing such overly familiar or dimenovel terms as "Marse Robert" and "barking carbines," is, nevertheless, more
readable than his previous, nearly fictional Custer Victorius, in which such purple
prose abounded. Some still exists to annoy the reader. The author, for example,
describes how "the young troopers steered their way through vast golden prairie
seas full of broad-blossomed prickly-pears, but the novelty of campaigning translated itself into tedium, and nature turned its wrath on the brash invaders of the
wilderness. "
The author's principal technique is to draw heavily from established books
dealing with the cavalry in certain eras, such as Kohn's Eagle and Sword and
Bauer's The Mexican War, from the Macmillan series. He summarizes those works,
often introducing errors or creating false impressions, as when referring to Col.
Sterling Price's mounted volunteers as "loud-mouthed roughnecks ... egging on
the New Mexicans to rise in revolt," when, of course, no such cause of the
subsequent Taos Rebellion existed.
Over half the book is devoted to pre-Civil War eras and operations, appropriately, with the balance heavily involved with that major conflict and subsequent
western Indian Wars. Once Urwin reaches the Civil War, his narrative becomes almost a biography of George Custer, a feature probably inevitable given the author's drive to become a recognized pro-Custer authority. "Young Custer," Urwin
claims, "not only had an abundance of guts, but plenty of brains, too. He possessed
an uncanny tactical sense .... "That, about a man who almost got his entire com-
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mand wiped out in the fall of 1863 and again at the Battle ofTrevillian Station in 1864.

If the author had simply given Custer his well-deserved Civil War recognition, the
book would have been vastly improved. Instead, he chose, as in previous works, to
slander the abilities and characters of Custer's peers and rivals in the Union cavalry
service. Of his skillful and modest fellow general, Urwin writes that "Baby-faced
Wesley Merritt wore a mild, almost scholarly demeanor, but that only served to
disguise the fierce ambition that raged within him. He and Custer became the most
intense rivals, and Merritt always envied the latter his greater fame and accomplishments-even after death had ended their competition." Those kinds of statements degrade the book, being both unworthy and false.
The real value of The United States Cavalry lies in its illustrations. Many of the
reproduced photos are ofgreat value to anyone interested in military uniforms or
miniatures or in historical reenactment. Such new information as that provided by
the image of the Mounted Rifleman officer and his insignia is useful indeed, although some mention ofthe source ofthe photo would have helped. The author points
out that the source of information for the book's color plates is Randy Steffan's fourvolume The Horse Soldier. That set is the definitive work in the field, and while this
book adds little to our knowledge of cavalry uniforms and regulations, it does provide, through the color plates, a vivid image of those regulations in actual use.
Because of inaccuracies and the author's obvious biases, this book offers little
to the scholar or serious buff through its narrative. Almost anyone sufficiently
interested in the subject of the U.S. Cavalry to buy the book probably already
has the same definitive works the author used to summarize the history of the
mounted arm. Similarly, the student of cavalry uniforms, for whatever purpose,
is almost certain to have available Steffan's excellent works detailing equipment,
accoutrements, and uniform regulations. That leaves the book's fine illustrations,
both plates and photos, to recommend it to a potential reader. I do not.

Kirtland Air Force Base

DON E. ALBERTS

FIREARMS OF THE AMERICAN WEST, 1803-1865. By Louis A. Garavaglia and
Charles G. Worman. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp.
xiii, 402. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $35.00.
OCCASIONALLY A BOOK APPEARS THAT is of interest to the specialist in western
history as well as to the casual reader. Firearms of the American West, 1803-1865
is such a work. In seventeen tightly written chapters, the authors trace the
development and use of firearms in the trans-Mississippi West. Guns of explorers,
trappers, dragoons, civilians, soldiers, gold seekers, and Indians are examined in
six separate parts, nearly all of which contain individual chapters on rifled arms,
smoothbores, and handguns.
Chapter one, as an example, traces the use of Kentucky (Pennsylvania) rifles,
the military models of 1803, 1814, and 1817, and the Hall breech-loading flintlock
rifle. Not only the guns are described, but ammunition, loading techniques, and
tactical use of firearms are explained. Especially useful for the western historian
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is a clear account of the up-and-down struggle for supremacy between flintlock
and percussion ignition system.
Particularly strong is chapter four that deals with the rifled long arms of trappers,
traders, and other civilians. Kentucky and Tennessee rifles are discussed. Considerable material relative to rifles of mountains and plains is included, as is
information on the early repeaters of Jenks, Cochran, Billinghurst, and Colt.
Other exceptionally valuable chapters are number nine on carbines and musketoons used by the military from 1821 to 1854, imd chapter twelve dealing with
cavalry arms, from 1855 to 1865.
The only weakness in the book is chapter seventeen on Native American firearms. While the chapter includes much useful information, it seems to have been
added as an afterthought to the rest of the text. An expansion of this section in
later editions would be most welcome.
The publisher wisely selected nine-by-twelve-inch pages and coated paper for
this volume. The large size complements the more than 320 clear, sharp photographs of individual firearms as well as the many somewhat less clearly defined
period photos of many guns in western use.
The authors have splendidly researched this project. Nearly every readily available specialty work has been consulted as well as many archival materials. One
of the book's useful features is its superb bibliography.
The authors are already well-known in specialist circles. Louis A. Garavaglia is
the former assistant technical editor of American Rifleman magazine, and Charles
G. Worman formerly served as director of the Ohio Gun Collectors Association
and was firearms editor of Hobbies magazine. He is currently chief of the research
division at the United States Air Force Museum at Wright Patterson Air Force
Base in Ohio.
Firearms of the American West is a masterfully crafted work surpassing others
in the field, including those of Carl Russell and James Serven. It should be the
standard work in its field among historians, collectors, and libraries.

College of Santa Fe

D. C. COLE

GUNFIGHTERS, HIGHWAYMEN AND VIGILANTES: VIOLENCE ON THE FRONTIER. By
Roger D. McGrath. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984. Pp. xvi,
292. Illus., bibliog., appendix, index. $16.95.
WITH THIS BOOK Roger McGrath makes a systematic test of the popular image
of a violent and lawless frontier. To do so he scrutinizes the violent criminal
episodes of two trans-Sierra mining camps, Aurora, Nevada, and Bodie, California,
throughout their brief careers. Combining court records and newspaper accounts
for his data, he defines the nature of crime in each town and proceeds to'formulate
answers to a series of important questions. Was the frontier violent? Was it more
crime-ridden than the East? Was it more violent than the United States today?
Does its legacy shape criminal activity in modern America? His answers will
surprise many.
Lawlessness on the trans-Sierra frontier lay within narrow, and in the case of
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homicide, almost socially accepted limits. Shooting among "badmen" and those
miners, teamsters, or the like who lived by their code of honor were fairly regular
events. But violence usually affected only those predisposed to it; most of the
population was immune. Rape and racial violence were nonexistent in Aurora and
Bodie; theft and burglary rare. No one attempted to rob a bank in either town,
and only a rash of stage holdups join the shoot-outs to uphold television versions
of western lawbreaking. When homicides resulted from fair fights or came in selfdefense, no jury convicted, but if a "shootist" killed an innocent citizen, vigilantes
were willing to intervene to insure punishment. According to McGrath, then,
current American crime cannot have grown out of a frontier tradition. The most
common crimes of today-theft, burglary, rape-were not important in Bodie and
Aurora, while no modern city approaches their homicide rates. Why so much
gunplay? Instead of emphasizing the lack of legal apparatus, as do many other
scholars, McGrath blames a combination of demography and values. The two
towns were populated by young, single, adventurous, and armed males, whose
honor bade them stand and fight over any chance insult, and who took their
recreation in saloons, the locus of many of the shootings. "Reckless bravado," the
badman's code, was central.
There are a few problems with the book. The author has chosen to narrate the
history and catalogue the violence of each town in turn. This divided scheme
results in some repetition, as does his careful marshaling of conclusions for each
section, chapter, and town. For some readers, the shot-by-shot description of
each violent episode will pall after a while, and a few incidents are gone over
more than once because they triggered several different crimes. At times, McGrath
fails to distinguish between violence and crime. More important is the question
of typicality. Were Bodie and Aurora's crime patterns common enough to allow
McGrath to extrapolate from them to the frontier in general? In a work otherwise
very systematic and comparative in its approach, to assert but not prove typicality
seems jarring. In the two mining towns that I have studied, there were far fewer
shootings and much more theft, burglary, and racial violence.
Nevertheless, the book succeeds. Its comparisons between crime rates in the
East and on the frontier, in the present and the past, are both unique and
convincing, and its criticisms of other writers on frontier violence are telling.
McGrath's research is thorough, and his findings fill a void in our knowledge. In
short, the "Badman from Bodie," even in Roger McGrath's carefully demythologized version, is an extreme case, and not a typical frontiersman.
University of Colorado

RALPH MANN

WESTERN OUTLAWS: THE "GOOD BADMAN" IN FACT, FILM, AND FOLKLORE. By

Kent Ladd Steckmesser. Pp. 161. lIIus., bibliog. $18.95 cloth, $11.95 paper.
IN WESTERN OUTLAWS: THE "GOOD BADMAN" IN FACT, FILM, AND FOLKLORE,

Kent Ladd Steckmesser examines how and why five American outlaws became
legendary or near-legendary figures. Using the Robin Hood legend as his standard,
the author measures the extent to which Joaquin Murieta, Jesse James, Billy the
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Kid, Butch Cassidy, and Pretty Boy Floyd came to embody such virtues as individualism, social idealism, cleverness, and survivability.
Steckmesser refers to this pocket-size volume (145 pages of text) as "introductory" and avoids footnotes "for purposes of brevity and readability." (Sources are
listed in an annotated bibliography.) He follows the same format of his earlier and
more fully developed The Western Hero in History and Legend (1965), which is
to compare for each of his subjects the factual record with the distortions and
exaggerations in a variety of media ranging from folk songs to novels and movies.
Both works, in fact, contain similar chapters on Billy the Kid.
The author respects America's nostalgic longing for individualist heroes who
defend or avenge the oppressed, but he also clearly enjoys deflating the legends
that result froin and fulfill this longing. Hence, Joaquin Murieta was no champion
of the poor but a vicious criminal. Jesse and Frank James were "incorrigible" and
"egocentric" outlaws who were not beyond shooting a girl in the leg during one
of their holdups. As if delivering a homily, Steckmesser concludes that Jesse's
"bloody career proves that it takes moral sense as well as brains to make a complete
human being." Occasionally, his evidence for defining the true character of an
outlaw seems no more convincing than that of the myth makers he seeks to discredit. For example, Steckmesser dismisses a glorification of Murieta written in
1854 by John Rollins Ridge as "too good to be true" but accepts at face value an
attack on Murieta's villainy by the Tuolumne County Miners' and Business Men's
Directory (1856). Similarly, Steckmesser suggests that an admittedly questionable
account of a prostitute identifying Murieta's severed head "tells us how Joaquin
had spent his free time."
For the most part, however, Steckmesser acknowledges the shortage of reliable
biographical data and proceeds to focus on the evolving legendary reputations of
his subjects. Western Outlaws reminds us that from time to time Americans have
believed that freedom and justice were better served by those who broke rather
than enforced the law.

Texas A&M University

JOHN H. LENIHAN

LEADVILLE: A MINER'S EPIC. By Stephen M. Voynick. Missoula: Mountain Press
Publishing Company, 1984. Pp. vi, 165. Illus., sources, index. $7.95.

IT IS RARE INDEED WHEN one finds a book such as Leadville written by a "hard
rock stiff. " Voynick has spent considerable time underground, as his earlier book,
The Making of Hardrock Miner, revealed.
As a miner, the author is able to give a perspective of his subject that a nonminer can only guess at. He has been there and can appreciate the struggles of
his earlier counterparts as they undertook the difficult and dangerous work of
mining, a vocation that has not changed a great deal over the years. This 'sense
of intimacy is the significant strength of this volume.
Leadville consists of four main parts, each dealing with a different mining eragold, silver, molybdenum; and the present (1980s). Voynick has a case to argue,
and it is the hard rock miner's. He states his objective forthrightly and strives
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hard to enlist the reader on his side. In that attempt the author succeeds, though
perhaps not as well as in his earlier book. This volume will certainly focus the
reader's attention upon the human cost of mining, whether in the 1880s or the
1980s.
As Voynick writes, "This account of the Leadville story has been written not
from the standpoint of a scholar or historian, but rather from that of a working
miner" (p. 155). Here are the strength and the weakness of his approach. Facts
and ideas spill forth, some fresh with new interpretations and insights into the
miner's life and work. However, he ventures ahead with weak historic background.
For example, Voynick sets up a "straw man" historian and promptly demolishes
him for failing to look at the real story. This is his right, but a more thorough
examination of the current state of mining historiography would have yielded the
type of books that he calls for. In addition, his knowledge of history in general
and mining history in particular needs further research, reading, and refinement.
Annoying errors mark the text and creep in at awkward points; they do not hinder
the reader's progress, but they do raise questions of credibility.
As in mining, high grade and low grade ores are evident in Leadville, even
some gangue. In some ways, the last chapter, in which Voynick discusses the
current situation, is the most interesting. He seems to feel much more at home
dealing with the era in which he mined, as opposed to "pure history."
If the reader were forced to select only one of the author's books to read, he
would be advised to choose the author's earlier one. It has a spirit and confidence
strangely lacking in this later effort. Voynick has much to say and he writes wellhe just needs a firmer grasp of history.

Fort Lewis College

DUANE A. SMITH

GATEWAY TO GLORIETA: A HISTORY OF LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO. By Lynn Perrigo. Boulder, Colo.: Pruett Publishing Company, 1982. Pp. ix, 245. lIlus.,
bibliog., index.
THIS VERY NICE LITTLE BOOK is the result of many years of research and teachiing
by one of the most respected members of the historical profession in New Mexico.
Dr. Lynn Perrigo has long been associated with Highlands University, which
means he has accumulated a vast amount of information on the history of Las
Vegas and vicinity. Moreover, as a teacher he has directed many of his students
along the path of historic research and writing. In this book Dr. Perrigo has
utilized both his own research and that of his students.
The book is packed with information on the history of Las Vegas. The author
was able to tap what appears to be a tremendous amount of documentary, photographic, and oral resources-the bibliography is extensive. This reviewer is
painfully aware of the difficulty in locating such resources in local history. The
book is organized along chronological and topical lines from the founding of the
first colony in 1835 to the present. Subsequent chapters treat the ups and downs
of Las Vegas, attempts at stimulating economic growth, the impact of the railroad,
two world wars, and bad guys and good guys, just to name a few.
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The Pruett company has done a nice job in the production of the book. The
illustrations are good, although some are a bit washed-out, but they add a lot and
are relevant to the text.
All in all, this is a must for students and collectors of New Mexico history.

New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology

SPENCER WILSON

SECESSION AND THE UNION IN TEXAS. By Walter L. Buenger. Austin: University
of Texas Press, 1984. Pp. 255. Notes, bibliog., index. $19.95.
IN THIS VOLUME Walter L. Buenger offers a narrative account of Texas politics,
covering the period from 1854 to 1861 but concentrating on the final two years
leading up to secession. The topic is of special interest because ofTexas's unique
position within the South. Secessionists in the Lone Star state had to overcome
a persistent strain of unionism stemming from frontier conditions, ethnic subcultures, and the legacy of the Mexican war. In the end, however, loyalist forces
were no match for those of disunion.
Buenger's central theme is the degree to which plantation slavery, centered in
East Texas and the Houston-Galveston area, dominated the state and shaped its
politics. As the number of slaves in Texas more than tripled during the 1850s,
slavery became the state's unifying political force, the "one .concept upon which
Texans demanded conformity" (p. 18). As elsewhere in the deep South, Abraham
Lincoln's election as president precipitated a massive reaction that once unleashed
could not be restrained. On 1 February 1861, a secession convention voted 166
to 8 to withdraw from the Union, and on 23 February the state's electorate ratified
this decision by the overwhelming margin of 44,153 to 14,747.
Against this tide, unionist forces proved impotent. German settlers, pointed
to by Frederick Law Olmsted and others as bastions of free-labor republicanism
in an otherwise degraded South, were quickly acculturated; "To a degree which
has never been clearly recognized," writes Buenger, "Germans had become Texans
by 1861" (p. 83). Mexican-Americans, more culturally isolated, lacked loyalty to
their new country and were not a major force in politics. Furthermore, with the
Know-Nothing movement of the mid-1850s, both "Germans and Mexicans learned
the value of conformity on the basic issue of slavery" (p. 91). On the western
frontier, dependence on the federal army for defense against Indian raids, which
should have fueled nationalist sentiment, ironically did the opposite, as "the
repeated failure of the federal government to handle the Indian problem caused
men to question the value of the Union" (p. 113). Gov. Sam Houston, longtime
nationalist in the Jacksonian mold, opposed secession but, like countless other
southerners, stood by his state when it left the Union; he died a loyal Confederate
in 1863.
This is a solid book. The author's sources, methodology, and approach are
entirely traditional. At times, one might like to see a little more analysis of
important questions, such as why unionism proved so weak among nonsla~e
owners, who after all formed the great majority of white Texans. But Buenger
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tells his story well. For anyone wanting to learn about the struggle over secession
in Texas, this is the book to read.

University of New Mexico

PETER KOLCHIN

REBEL FOR RIGHTS: ABiGAIL SCOTT DUNIWAY. By Ruth Barnes Moynihan. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1983. Pp. xv, 273. Illus., bibliog., index. $19.95.
SHE WAS THE WEST'S leading spokesperson for women's rights, and one of the
most original thinkers and prolific writers in the national movement. She illustrates
the possibilities for an unconventional career opened by the social ferment attending the American frontier experience. Whatever else she became, Abigail
Scott Duniway began as an authentic pioneer: born in raw Illinois in 1834, traveling the Oregon Trail in 1852 and losing her mother and a brother on the way,
teaching in primitive schools with no textbooks, marrying young, and bearing
biennial babies in isolated cabins.
An authentic pioneer, but not typical. At age twenty-five, in 1859, she published
a novel based on her Oregon Trail diary, Captain Gray's Company, which gave
expression to the miserable lot and life of frontier women. That book inaugurated
a career-crusade of over fifty years. Duniway's husband suffered an incapacitating
injury in 1862, and this led her into business and firsthand experience with an
economy that was legally unfriendly to women. In 1871 she began The New
Northwest in Portland, a weekly newspaper of quality devoted to equal rights for
women, a significant part of the Pacific Northwest sociointellectual world for the
next sixteen years. Her five sons published the paper as she stumped the Northwest on behalf of her cause, selling subscriptions after her speeches and, in bare
hotel rooms, writing hundreds of editorials, and episodes for seventeen serialized
feminist novels. Despite her impressive efforts, before final approval in 1912,
Oregon voted down six woman suffrage referendums from 1884 to 1910, in part
because of the opposition of Abigail's brother Harvey Scott, influential editor of
the Portland Oregonian.
Although she had a limited education Duniway developed a vigorous, vivid
style in speaking and writing, marked by resourceful logic, telling anecdote,
and, when required, withering invective. Some of her creative ideas antagonized
hearers, such as her censures of capitalism, her advocacy of sexual autonomy for
women (she had "obey" omitted from her marriage vows, at age eighteen), her
support of populist ideas, her rejection of evangelical religion, and, especially,
her opposition to the prohibition crusade, which was everywhere united with
the women's movement by the end of the century. This book argues convincingly that Abigail's refusal to compromise her convictions to win short-range
goals, even the vote for women, rendered her a more significant and still-relevant model for the autonomous possibilities of all women, and all Americans,
present and future.
Thorough in research, wise in analysis, interesting in narration, this is an
admirable biography. Ruth Moynihan combines empathy for her subject with
the sort of persistent objectivity that clearly reveals Duniway for the difficult
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person she often was: egocentric, paranoid, defensive, harsh arid unsympathetic to her long-suffering husband. Duniway's nineteen novels Qust two of
them published in book form) and shorter fiction, while artistically flawed, are
a rich trove of autobiographical clues, frontier social lore, and creative feminist ideology. Moynihan mines these unusual sources imaginatively, with impressive results.
Historical serendipities. are always among the gifts of a good biography. Here
we have worthy intellectual history as Duniway's highly individualized feminist
philosophy is revealed and explored, always in the entertaining setting of her
salty rhetoric. To be sure, one wishes for more specific guidance on the extent
to which Abigail's ideas were original, always a difficult task for the historian of
ideas. Here, too, we have facinating vignettes of Victorian social history on the
American frontier. Take the tragic, heroic 1852-54 odyssey of Ruth Stevenson
Scott, who became Abigail's stepmother. Widowed on the Oregon Trail, she was
destitute, isolated, despairing, seduced, found, and married by Scott, divorced
when the alien pregnancy was discovered, remarried after Scott's turmoil and
yearnings-all this occurring under the harsh judgments of several teenage stepdaughters and the wider community. Or take the ways Abigail Duniway chose to
deal with a son and his girlfriend's pregnancy in 1877-78; the horrifying details
reveal the feminist reformer as a prisoner to appearances, and insensitive to
persons.
National generalizations on the women's rights movement are necessary, but
as with other topics they require to be modified and enlarged by regional, especially western, expressions. Despite numerous errors of fact on minor points
(which will be forwarded to Moynihan for corrections in the later editions the
book deserves), this is the best study we are likely to get on its notable subject.
All readers of this review will want the biography in their favorite libraries.

George Fox College

LEE NASH

WOMEN OF THE DEPRESSION: CASTE AND CULTURE IN SAN ANTONIO, 1929-1939.
By Julia Kirk Blackwelder. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1984.
Pp. xviii, 279. Illus., appendixes, sources, index. $22.50.
IN LOOKING AT THE OCCUPATIONAL OPPRESSION of women in San Antonio during
the 1930s, Professor Julia Blackwelder has turned to the theories of discrimination
developed by labor economists. Specifically, she subscribes to the theory that
"male power" prevents women from competing with men in the job market. In
part, this leads her to the use of the concept of "caste." Blackwelder is cognizant
that the term connotes ideas of religious sanctions and inherited status, but she
does not intend its meaning that way. Rather, caste is applicable to women who
are restricted to a lower class and marked as inferior on the basis of sex, race, or
ethnicity. During the Depression, Anglo males were able to increase their power
over the job market while discriminating against women workers. In San Antonio,
occupational segregation by sex was the rule, and women were concentrated in
the lowest paying ranks of light industries and limited to work as laundresses,
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servants, teachers, and nurses. Meanwhile, men who handled relief programs
treated women as temporary and secondary workers who only needed help "getting by" in hard times.
Thus, coverage of the hardships women endured in the 1930s make up the
bulk of Blackwelder's writings. Seemingly, white women weathered the Depression best. They were able to move into new job positions, although these were
usually "female" occupations that expanded because of changing technology and
consumer tastes. Black women experienced the highest work force participation
rates as both single and married women joined the labor market, generally in the
capacity of domestic workers. Comparatively, the percentage of Hispanic females
in the labor pool was much lower because of cultural norms restricting married
women to the home and the care of the family. Moreover, Mexican-American
females were the most profoundly affected since the economic decline hit factories
the hardest-the very places where Mexican women were highly concentrated.
How women coped with the trying circumstances of the Depression is another
poignant dimension of the book. Middle-class women mobilized emergency funds,
worked at reduced wages, moved in with relatives; Hispanic women took on home
work (where they were shamelessly exploited), and struck against wage cuts; black
households were the most likely to include boarders. Other avenues to which
women turned as means of survival included prostitution, bootlegging, and sundry
forms of crime that reflected the desperate economic conditions.
Blackwelder has made adept use of oral interviews, the U.S. censuses, and
WPA historical sources in documenting the argument that women were the victims
of discrimination built on the notion of caste. She has sifted through these sources
to distinguish how the culture of Anglos, Blacks, and Mexican American women,
together with "male power," determined the kind of work each performed. At
times, however, her writing is redundant and confusing as the reader attempts
to follow the divergent experiences of white, black, and Hispanic women in one
paragraph. Nonetheless, Blackwelder has offered a unique monograph in a neglected topic of Texas history.

Angelo State University

ARNOLDO DE LE6N

SUNBELT CITIES: POLITICS AND GROWTH SINCE WORLD WAR II. Richard M.
Bernard and Bradley R. Rice, eds. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1984. Pp.
x, 346. Illus. $25.00 cloth, $9.95 paper.
To OBTAIN CONSISTENCY in an anthology of urban history is a difficult, if not
impossible, task, but editors Richard M. Bernard from Marquette University, and
Bradley R. Rice from Clayton Junior College in Morrow, Georgia, have done a
good job. They have put together the first scholarly review of the major cities of
the so-called "sunbelt. " Initially used in the late 1960s, the term "sunbelt," undefined by political, historical, or cultural boundaries, has remained nebulous in
popular writing. The editors adopt the definition from Power Shift (1975) by
Kirkpatrick Sale-the area south of the 37th parallel. This cartographic line forms
the northern boundary of North Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, Oklahoma, New
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Mexico, and Arizona. The land is generally free from severe winters and has grown
enormously since the 1940s because of defense spending, particularly during
wartime; federal investment, especially in urban renewal and interstate highways;
a favorable attitude for business; and an attractive quality of life.
Various authors present essays on Atlanta, Miami, New Orleans, Tampa, DallasFort Worth, Houston, Oklahoma City, San Antonio, Albuquerque, Los Angeles,
Phoenix, and San Diego. Most of the writers, with the exception of Raymond
Mohl, are historians from a newer generation, and their task is to explain postwar
growth and politics. The chapters, therefore, are filled with economic analysis,
census data, the rise of minority consciousness, and, sometimes, the role of the
natural environment, particularly regarding water supply and land. For all essays
there is a simple map of the metropolitan outline and footnotes, but there is no
index, bibliography, or photographic section.
Particularly commendable is the analysis of Atlanta by Bradley Rice, Miami by
RaymondA. Mohl, New Orleans by Arnold R. Hirsch, Tampa by Gary R. Mormino,
Los Angeles by David L. Clark, and San Diego by Anthony W. Corso. These
writers capture the spirit of their city as well as the statistics. The introductory
chapter by the editors, moreover, is well done and provides the generalizations
necessary to link the essays. There are a few gaps, of course-a discussion of the
Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston and Hemisfair in San Antonio--but the
editors have achieved their goals. The book is readable, and senior-level students
would benefit from it. Considering their success, the editors might think about
assembling a second volume on the frostbelt.

Colorado State University

DAVID MCCOMB

PUEBLO INDIAN TEXTILES: A LIVING TRADITION. By Kate Peck Kent. Santa Fe:
School of American Research Press, 1983. Pp. xiv, 118. Illus., references, appendix, index. $30.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.
KATE PECK KENT'S WORK with prehistoric weaving is well known to students of
the subject via her classic and recently updated Prehistoric Textiles of the Southwest (1983). Now she has turned her considerable scholarly abilities to more
modern examples. Pueblo Indian Textiles: A Living Tradition is more than a catalogue of the nineteenth- and twentieth-century collections of the School ofAmerican Research, as the subtitle states, for it provides an abbreviated history of
Pueblo textiles beginning where her first book ended. Pueblo weaving has always
been neglected in favor of the more glamorous products of the Navajo loom.
Although the extant prehistoric examples of Pueblo weaving are rare, early
post-contact pieces are seemingly nonexistent, so that our only knowledge of this
period comes from Spanish reports. The weaving abilities of the Pueblos, in the
absence of mineral wealth, became one of the most important economic resources
of the province. The burden of having to mass-produce textiles for the Spanish
resulted in a lessening of the number of techniques from the great variety found
in prehistoric examples. When the physical record of textiles resumes again in
the nineteenth century (with the exception of a handful of earlier fragments) only
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a few techniques are used, and the decoration is carried out almost exclusively
in embroidery.
In tribal societies women generally cling to traditional costumes longer than
men, perhaps because men must deal with the newcomers and gain employment
in the new economy. Pueblo men soon after the Conquest gave up the breechcloth
in favor of short trousers slit to the knee and made of white cotton in the Spanish,
or more correctly, the Mexican style. Pueblo women, however, retained their
traditional handwoven dress made of both native cotton and the Spanish-introduced wool. With the establishment of reservation boarding schools at the end
of the nineteenth century, the government forced children to wear American style
clothing. Very soon traditional garments for men and women were seen only at
ceremonies. Plain black wool cloth, some woven on treadle looms, and other
more commercial white cottons; especially the type called monkscloth, provide
the backdrop for these old, embroidered designs. The traditional costumes continue still, but with concessions to the modern world.
The photographs in Kent's book are numerous and of the excellent quality that
one expects from the School of American Research art publications. The technical
diagrams are also excellent, although Kent's descriptions of the various processes
are so lucid that diagrams are probably not necessary. The only weakness in the
book is the paucity of information about trends in Pueblo textiles, and perhaps a
monograph is due ori the various modern costumes characteristic of each Pueblo
in the tailored, rather than the handwoven, tradition. Pueblo Indian Textiles should
be of interest to historians of the Southwest as well as textile historians, although
it is written primarily for the latter with its technical emphasis and historical
documentation of each weaving form. My only disagreement with this book is the
title "A Living Tradition" since very little remains of the great tradition of prehistoric and early historic weaving--only embroidery thrives today.

Maxwell Museum of Anthropology

MARIAN RODEE

THE PUEBLO CHILDREN OF MOTHER EARTH, 2 vols. By Thomas E. Mails. Garden
City, N. Y.: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1983. Pp. xxi, 522; pp. x, 534. Illus.,
notes, bibliog., index. $130.00.
WHEN I FIRST LOOKED AT THIS BOOK I thought it would be another slick "coffeetable" diversion-two volumes in a slip case, nineteen color plates, hundreds of
drawings by the author, weighing more than ten pounds-what else could it be?
As I began to read, however, my initial assessment proved wrong. It is a detailed
and thoughtful study, beautifully written, of almost 2,000 years of the history and
culture of the Pueblo Indians. These native Southwesterners, in spite of tremendous;odds, have not only maintained their way of life but, in these latter days,
have adapted to the dominant and often intransigent Anglo society.
The first volume begins with an introduction to Mesoamerican and South American archaeology, perhaps an unnecessary commencement for the bulk of the
book. However, this coverage involves less than thirty pages while almost 500
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are devoted to the Anasazi, the ancestors of the modern Pueblos. The author
outlines the various cultural traditions known from the-prehistoric Southwest andthen, in prose and excellent drawings, details the several Anasazi groups from
those on the Virgin River at the western edge of their territory to their heartland
of the Kayenta, Mesa Verde, Chaco, and Little Colorado regions. From roughly
the beginning of the Christian era to the sixteenth-century arrival of Europeans,
Mails skillfully traces the development of cultural patterns of the Anasazi as they
have been revealed by archaeologists excavating in the area for almost a century.
Apropos of this, the author relies heavily upon older sources rather than citing
many contemporary studies.
A professional southwestern archaeologist could carp about minor factual errors,
but they are inconsequential overall. The reader-archaeologist, historian, or
other interested person--ean gain a wealth of knowledge and, from this, excitement about Anasazi prehistory as it unfolded on the Colorado Plateau. One serious
concern, however, is that discussion of the processes of the paleoenvironment
and their effect upon the Anasazi is not given the import it deserves.
The second volume is concerned with the historic and present descendants of
the Anasazi-the Hopi of Arizona, the villages of Zuni, Acoma, and Laguna, and
the numerous pueblos gracing the Rio Grande valley of New Mexico. There is
much detail here, albeit sometimes not too well organized and with uneven
treatment given to certain cultural institutions. Mails has provided a good description of the deleterious effects of government and missionary intervention
upon Hopi (p. 134) and other Pueblo religious activities. His chapter on Zuni,
Acoma, and Laguna is not so comprehensive as that for the Hopi but, nevertheless,
is quite adequate with emphasis on different patterns.
The third chapter, describing the Rio Grande pueblos, provides archaeological
data not in the first volume. This section is followed by a historical sketch beginning
with the early Spanish entradas and their effect upon Pueblo life. Mails then
discusses these Indians in general and describes each village, grouped according
to linguistic affiliations. Some of this discussion, including the importance of
-religion in the several cultural traditions, could have been better coordinated.
Nevertheless, the pertinent information is here, and with careful reading one can
come close to an understanding of these Native Americans.
Chapter four, entitled "Bringing the Buds to Life," departs from the author's
previous text; it discusses pub!ic dances solely through the medium ofhis excellent
drawings and captions.
In a brief conclusion, Mails remarks that in writing this book of more than 1,000
pages, he has sought to "trace this extraordinary people from their earliest beginning two thousand years ago to the present day, and in so doing to turn
archaeological remnants into !iv'ing testimonies that speak of a creative, adaptive,
and uniquely persistent culture." In this goal he has succeeded very well, certainly
better than most professional archaeologists and ethnologists, whose writing can
be horribly pedantic.

Arizona State University

ROBERT
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THE MATACHINES DANCE OF THE UPPER RIO GRANDE: HISTORY, MUSIC, AND
CHOREOGRAPHY. By Flavia Waters Champe. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1983. Pp. xii, 101. Illus., notes, bibliog., recording. $19.95.
THE DANCE CALLED "Los MATACHINES" is of Iberian origin, foreign in many ways
to the Pueblo Indian culture of New Mexico. For years, authors have commented
on this dance, which is performed at various pueblos on Christmas Day. This
latest contribution to the literature is handsomely packaged in a slick-paper volume
with splendid photographs by the author's late husband, John L. Champe, and
by Nancy Hunter Warren.
Flavia Champe, a dancer, provides careful descriptions of the personages in
the dance, the costume and regalia proper to each, and the choreography. Her
diagrams of dance sequences are easy for a nondancer to grasp. In addition, a
recording comes with each book so that the reader can learn the melodies of the
dance, as performed at the pueblo of San Ildefonso. While the Champes primarily
studied the San Ildefonso Matachines, they observed performances at five other
pueblos and at three Hispanic villages in New Mexico.
The author also tackles in chapter one the complex question of how and where
the dance originated. In chapter six she undertakes the no less complex task of
interpreting the dance. While a brief review cannot delve into such matters, it
seems only fair to indicate in what way these two chapters fall short of their goals,
which is crucial to a historical perspective.
Regarding origins, the Spanish settlers of the New World brought with them
a fervent recollection of the recent Reconquest of Spain. They applied its chief
symbols, the Moors, Christians and Santiago (slayer of infidels), to the indigenous
population of the Americas, whom they equated with the vanquished Moors. The
Matachine dance, as performed in various Hispanic villages, is a triumphant
celebration in Morisca style of conquest and conversion, exemplified by the interactions of the child-Malinche in her First Communion dress and veil with the
Monarch-Montezuma.
The Pueblos, on the other hand, have shifted the symbolism of some of the
same personages so as to reconcile Catholicism with their ancient religion. They
link Montezuma, seen as having Christlike attributes, with their culture-hero and
universal deity, called Poseyemu in Tewa. A valuable reference on this topic,
regrettably overlooked by Champe, is Parmentier, Handbook of North American
Indians, 1979.
.
The Pueblos have incorporated indigenous ideas of wholeness and harmony in
nature into various details of the dance. For instance, the Matachines swathe their
shoulders and torsos in fringed Spanish shawls and lace-edged mantles of their
womenfolk, thereby preserving male-female balance in a dance whose sole female
participant is an immature girl.
Some pueblos have carried the syncretic process further than others. At Santa
Clara, Malinche wears the traditional Pueblo manta and wrapped moccasins. The
Hispanic fiddler and guitarist are replaced by a Pueblo drum and a male chorus
chanting invocations to Poseyemu (Kurath, Music and Dance of the Tewa Pueblos,
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1970). The Pueblo thought system can thus incorporate foreign cultural material
without suffering loss of its own integrity.

Aztec, New Mex.

FRANCES LEON QUINTANA

MODERNIST PAINTING IN NEW MEXICO, 1913-1935. By Sharyn Rohlfsen Udall.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xix, 238. Illus., bibliog., index. $50.00.
SHARYN ROHLFSEN UDALL PRESENTS a provocative and compelling view of the
diverse ways modernism affected painters in New Mexico, both visually and conceptually, in the early part of this century. Udall begins her study with an indepth look at the artists who, for the most part, made New Mexico their home.
Dasburg, O'Keeffe, Jonson, and others all found personal reasons for residing in
New Mexico (rather than in such mainstream centers as New York or Chicago),
and Udall describes accordingly how each offered an individual expression in his
or her visual work.
Modernism, in the early 1900s, was characterized by an intense interest in a
number of artistic movements, including Cubism, Synchromism, Primitivism,
Expressionism, and Abstraction.' In addition, the work of such artists as Kandinsky,
Arthur Dove, and certainly Cezanne, provided, continual visual and conceptual
interest for artists confronting the notion of modernism. Throughout her text,
Udall is careful to examine each of these facets and to explain ways in which artists
living in New Mexico in the early 1900s manifested those aspects of modernism
in their work. Udall clearly analyzes how unique visual and cultural opportunities
endemic to New Mexico were filtered through the modernist eyes of painters in
the area and became important and significant thematic influences. Mardsen
Hartley, for example, though in New Mexico for a short time, resonated a modernist aesthetic in response to the primitivism he felt was expressed in American
Indian and Hispanic objects, some of which he used in his stilllifes. Udall discusses
the ways in which the overriding symbolic nature of these objects led Hartley to
see symbolism in the landscape as well, until finally the landscape became the
symbolic expression of his modernist concerns. This notion of the New Mexican
landscape as a vehicle for modernist concerns is one which the author cites as an
ever-present theme in the work of a variety of the artists examined. As a result,
this idea becomes an important, unifYing theme in her study.
The persistent strength of Udall's text lays in the attention she pays to each
artist as an individual; she clearly describes their temperaments, the artistic
influences and experiences each brought to New Mexico, and the circumstances
surrounding their lives once they began working here. Throughout her book,
Udall suggests ways in which the evolution of each painter was the result of a
combination of elements, not the least of which was the influence of artists on
each other, those who lived here and those, such as Stuart Davis and John Marin,
who came as visitors. Some artists, however, stayed in New Mexico for longer
periods of time. Udall shows how modernist concerns were decisively shaped by
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the more prolonged stays of Paul Burlin and Mardsen Hartley who were the "early
arrivals," and by B. J. O. Nordfeldt along with Andrew Dasburg, who brought
with them the influence of "the Cezanne-Cubist tradition." In the first p~rt of her
text, Udall clearly demonstrates how crucial these artists were in developing a
foundation for modernism in New Mexico.
Udall concludes her work by offering a comprehensive overview of artists who
continued "the growth of a modernist tradition in New Mexico." In the final section
she thoughtfully explores the stylistic concerns ofseveral painters who represented
the latter stages of the development of modernist painting in the area. Udall's
work should be of interest to a variety of readers; it is clearly and concisely written,
generously illustrated, as art historical studies should be, with excellent reproductions in black and white and in color, and is an insightful discussion of the
artists and events that shaped what has become a modernist tradition in the history
of the region.
University of New Mexico

ELLEN FEINBERG

